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Bishop Michael's 
family welcome 




Everyone played their part 

Mike Hill was presented to the Archbishop of Canterbury by the Bishop of 
Rochester, the Right Revd Michael Nazir-Ali and by the Bishop of Oxford, the 
Right Revd Richard Harries. Top picture Bishop Richard (right) is seen after the 
service with the new Bishop of Buckingham ( centre ) and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. One of the most moving moments of the consecration service was 
when Mike's wife, Anthea led her children as they carried the Communion 
bread and wine to the altar. The whole family is pictured above (from left to 
right): Charis, Naomi, Mike, Eleanor, Anthea, Nicholas and Alexa. 


M ike Hill was consecrated Bishop of 
Buckingham by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury on March 19. London’s 
Southwark Cathedral was packed for a service 
which reflected the life and ministry of the 
man who is to be ‘a father-in-God to the people 
of Buckinghamshire*. 

His consecration took place on the Feast of St 
Joseph, husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary, as 
befits the father of five children. The Archbishop 
took up the family theme as he warmly wel- 
comed ‘Mike’s charming family’ and ‘friends 
and supporters’ from the Oxford Diocese. 

In his sermon the Very Revd Peter Judd, 
Provost of Chelmsford Cathedral and a friend of 
Bishop Mike’s from their curate days, said that 
Jesus’ relationship with his father in heaven 
was rooted in his relationship with Joseph, his 
father on earth. ‘This portrait of a father: strong 
competent, compassionate, forgiving and out- 
ward-looking, is both a description of a bishop 
and also of the sort of person Mike is and the 
strengths he offers at the start of this new 
ministry. 

‘He will bring an infectious love of his Lord in 
his heart and he will bring an incisive and strate- 
gic zest to the tasks ahead, and he will bring a 
special care for reaching the unchurched*, said 
Peter Judd. Turn to page 2 
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Bracknell’s Resurrection Run 

‘Mary went running to Simon Peter and the 
other disciple ' (John 20 v2) 


On Easter Sunday, April 12, Churches Together 
in Bracknell plan to celebrate the activity of 
the first Easter Sunday with a ‘Resurrection 
Run*. Those who want to take part will meet at 
St Andrew’s, Priestwood at 7am. After a short 
service they will run, jog or walk for two and a 
half miles to St Paul’s, Harmans Water where 
breakfast will be served. The idea of a 
Resurrection Run began in a church in the USA, 
and has been pioneered in the Diocese by the 

I URC Church on behalf of Churches Together in 
Bracknell. 

EASTER GREETINGS TO ALL OUR READERS 
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‘The church Mike Hill will be shaping will be 
deeply traditional and vibrantly modern* 



Friends and family gather in Southwark 
(Above) Mike Hill greets the Right Revd 
John Richardson, Bishop of Bedford and his 
wife outside the cathedral. (Top right) 
Among the guests was the Revd Murdoch 
MacKenzie, Ecumenical Moderator of 
Milton Keynes. (Below right) Naomi, 
Nicholas and Charis Hill relax after the 
service. (Below left) Reunion of the best 
men! Mike Spencer was Mike HilPs best 
man at his wedding and vice-versa. 




A s family and friends arrived 
at Southwark Cathedral 
they were surprised and 
delighted to see the Archdeacon 
of Berkshire, Mike Hill standing 
in the sunshine outside the 
Cathedral greeting people with a 
firm handshake and a warm, if 
slightly nervous smile. 

Each consecration has a charac- 
ter of its own because the new 
bishops choose their own hymns 
and preacher. Mike Hill was the 
only one to be consecrated that 
morning, so the service reflected 
not only the theme of family and 
fatherhood, but also his desire to 
see a church which Peter Judd 
described as both ‘deeply tradi- 
tional and vibrantly modern, 
keeping the essentials but 
plugged into contemporary cul- 
ture’. The point was vividly made 
in the choice of hymns which 
ranged from Charles Wesley’s ‘Ye 
Servants of God, your Master pro- 
claim’ to Graham Kendrick’s 
‘Meekness and Majesty’ and 
Melody Green’s ‘There is a 
Redeemer’. 

One of Mike Hill’s first tasks as 
Bishop of Buckingham was to be 
the induction of the Revd Tina 
Stirling as Priest-in-charge of Brill 
on Monday, March 30. 


God in the Life of Mike Hill page 5. 
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Lambeth Bishops may join Pilgrimage 

The pilgrims on this year’s St Birinus’ Pilgrimage 
could include the Archbishop of Rwanda and the 
Bishop of Kimberley and Kuruman. They are among 
six overseas bishops in England for the Lambeth 
Conference who have been invited to the pilgrimage 
during a visit to the Oxford Diocese. This year’s 12- 
mile pilgrimage on July 12 begins at Churn Knob at 
12.30pm. The preacher at the ecumenical service at 
Dorchester Abbey will be the Right Revd Mgr Canon 
John Moran, Episcopal Visitor for Oxfordshire in the 
RC Archdiocese of Birmingham. Last year he cycled 
over 300 miles of the Pilgrim Way to Santiago de 
Compostela in Spain. For details ring John Crowe on 
01865 340007 or Dorothy Godfrey on 01865 340044. 


Cowley priest to be 

The Revd Christopher Irvine, cur- 
rently Vicar of Cowley St John in 
Oxford, is to become the Principal 
of the College of the Resurrection 
at Mirfield. This will be the first time 
a married man has held the posi- 
tion. Mirfield is an affiliated college 
of the University of Leeds and has 
been training candidates for ordina- 
tion for 90 years. The College is 
located in the grounds of the 
monastic Community of the 


Mirfield Principal 

Resurrection and the theology stu- 
dents (both men and women) join 
the Community each day foA 
Evensong - the plainsong is reck- 
oned to be the best in the country! 
In the 1 970s, two-thirds of the 
priests in South Africa were trained 
by the Community and one of its 
members, Archbishop Trevor 
Huddleston, was Bishop of Stepney 
when Christopher Irvine was a 
curate in that diocese. 



C 0 U R S E S~AVA TL'A’B 1 ft 


CERTIFICATE IN MINISTRY 

On completion of this course, the student should possess the 
necessary knowledge, understanding and skills, together with 
the relevant personal qualities and attitudes to allow them, 
under supervision, -to carry out a range of tasks associated 
with pastoral ministry roles. 


EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 

YES! I WOULD LIKE TO BE TRAINED BY COCMT! 


PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
CONTACT: Pastors K & J Saunders 


Christian Outreach Centre Bournemouth & Poole 



1 BROOKLANDS, 30 ALUM CHINE ROAD. WESTBOURNE, 
DORSET, BH48DX 

TEL (01202) 760003 
FAX (01202) 760800 



skills and service around, the 

^nP^Aral Asia - East Asia • Europe - Ameri 

Get involved in overseas mission^ 

from a summer to a lifetime, reaching the C 
nations for Christ as a nurse, engineer, 
accountant, youth worker, builder, dentist...! 
Whatever your skills and experience,^ 
put yourself in the picture with OMS,?^ 


M International 

ntarnationalat 1 ' Sendllelgh Avenu* 
01*1 *83 7 999f bmA)k©fcompu»« 


Contact 


WANTED 


Ministers 


WORLDWIDE 

CHRISTIAN 

TRAVEL 

36 Coldharbour Rd, Bristol 
BS6 7NA 

TEL: 0117 973 1840 

ABTA V2096 ATOL 3078 


Name . 
Address 


Tel: 


to lead tours 
to the 

HOLY 

LAND 

^speciaPN 

LEADERS 

^concessions^ 



Tel: 01442 822052 
Tring and Chesham 


m 


The National Society 

> (CofE) for Promoting Religious Education 


''Onav 

A Christian Voice in Education 

Helps teachers, school governors, inspectors, 
students, parents, clergy and parish education 
teams with: 

publications for school, college and parish 

professional advice on RE and worship 

training courses and conferences 

RE Centres in London and York 

archives about the Church's education. 

For more information about the Society 
contact: 

The National Society, Church House, 
Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3NZ. 

Tel: 0171-222 1672 Fax: 0171-233 2592 

Email info@natsoc org uk 
Website http//www natsocorg.uk 


Donations towards the work of the Society are 
welcomed. 

Registered charity no 313070 




April 1998 the door 


news . 3 


Diocesan Synod report 

A justice 

which 

restores 

The great themes of justice and restoration 
dominated the Diocesan Synod at High 
Wycombe on March 14 in two outstanding 
debates, one on crime and the treatment of 
offenders and the other on the Jubilee 2000 
campaign to cancel the international debts 
of the poorest nations. Another important 
debate focused on the support services pro- 
vided for the Diocese’s 279 church schools. 
‘One of the best reports ever to come to 
light’ was how one member described 
Beyond Redemption?, a report from the 
criminal justice group of the Diocese’s 
Board of Social Responsibility. It is full of 
striking information such as the fact that 
young men and not elderly people are most 
at risk from violent crime. Introducing the 
report, the Revd Peter Atkinson, a former 
solicitor, said it had highlighted some 
excellent voluntary work such as the 
Mothers’ Union creche at Bullingdon 
Prison. Canon David Goldie (Milton Keynes) 
said he was grateful to the report for 
spelling out ‘the transforming process of 
restorative justice’, a system currently on 
trial in the Thames Valley Police area which 
focuses less on the punishment of offend- 
ers than on the need to accept 
responsibility for the damage done. Synod 
warmly accepted the report which now 
goes out to the deaneries. 

Loans of money to the poorest nations were 
offered in the 1970’s for many purposes 
including the provision of water supplies. 
However, spiralling interest rates and falls 
in commodity prices meant that loans 

Review of Diocesan services 

A major review of Diocesan expen- 
diture will consider the effectiveness 
of some of the Diocese’s central 
activities. A small review team will 
report back to the June 1 999 Synod. 
The announcement was made at 
the Diocesan Synod by John Yaxley, 
Chairman of the Board of Finance. 


Sex and money top of the agenda 

The Bishop of Monmouth, the Rt Revd Dr 
Rowan Williams, led a mission to Oxford 
University this spring at the invitation of 
the college and denominational chaplains. 
In his distinctive and thoughtful way, he 
spoke on ‘Money and Power’, ‘Sex and Love’ 
and ‘Building Community’ under the gen- 
eral theme of ‘What’s God got to do with 
it?’ The first talk was widely regarded as 
the most challenging - ‘For whom is your 
money good news?’ - but the talk on sex 
was the best attended! Most of the events 
took place in the University Church and 
curiously, 8am worship was probably the 
real growth point! It’s disheartening when 
even the most profound thinker fails to 
draw the student crowds, but as many of us 
lit candles of commitment at the final ser- 
vice, we knew that we had touched 
something very profound - the eternal love 
of God. And God had a great deal to do 
with it- Susan Durber 

Minister of St Columba’s URC, Oxford, and Joint 
Reformed Chaplain to Oxford University 

God’s story at CRE 

The Open Book will be the focus of the 
Christian Resources Exhibition at Sandown 
Park in Esher May 19-22. Tickets available 
from CRE on 01844 342894. Details also 
available on the world wide web: 
http://www.resourcesex.co.uk/cre.htm 

Hands on Holmer Green 

The Holmer Green Millennium group has 
chosen the theme of ‘Hands’ for events 
leading up to the year 2000, especially 
appropriate as one of the events they want 
to promote is ‘Handshake Day’ on January 
1, 2000. Another idea is to arrange for all 
4,000 people in the village to make plac- 
ards showing the name of their road or 
street, and to meet on the common for a 
short service on New Year’s Day, said Nigel 
Stowe of the Millennium group. 

I 


could be repaid three times over, yet the 
debt remain unpaid, said Canon 
Christopher Hall (General Synod). He asked 
Synod to support the Jubilee 2000 cam- 
paign just as Jesus had proclaimed ‘the 
year of the Lord’s favour’, when prisoners 
were set free and debts forgiven. The 
motion was seconded by David Dufour who 
spoke ‘as a past sinner’ who, until he 
retired, had spent 34 years promoting loans 
to newly developing countries. John Yaxley 
(ODBF Chairman), a former overseas civil 
servant, reminded members that 
Germany’s debts had been cancelled in 
1945. Synod overwhelmingly endorsed 
Jubilee 2000 and Christopher Hall’s efforts 
on its behalf. For more details see the 
‘ chain box' on the back page. 

Support for church schools 

‘It is my belief that our church schools are 
now better supported than the county 
schools around them,’ said the Revd Dr 
Jeremy Hurst when he asked Synod to re 
affirm their support for church schools in 
the Diocese, for the education team led by 
Canon Tony Williamson and for the strate 
gy of the Board of Education. Seconding 
the motion Jill Johnson (Reading), a mem- 
ber of the Board of Education and a 
governor of St Peter’s, Earley, said that 
church schools in the Diocese were ‘excep- 
tionally fortunate’ to have access to 
practical support and increasingly pastoral 
care through the new Zebedee Joint 
Funding Scheme. Judith Babb (Amersham) 
noted that a recent Ofsted report had put 
Sulhamstead CE school, with only 80 
pupils, in the top one per cent of schools in 
the country. 

Wallingford hits organ note 

Wallingford Deanery’s motion asking the 
Diocesan Advisory Committee to be more 
sympathetic to the installation of electron- 
ic organs especially when the cost of 
restoring a pipe organ was very high pro- 
duced a delightful cameo debate in which 
Canon David Goldie, an organist himself 
enchanted us with a picture of himself at 
the organ of Notre Dame. The motion, 
Wallingford’s first ever, was carried. 

Canon Simon Brown (Burnham) was elect- 
ed Vice-President of Synod in place of 
Canon David Goldie who is resigning on his 
appointment as Archdeacon of 
Buckingham. 

Christine Zwart 

(See also General Synod report on page 4) 


Hot cross buns tell Easter story 

Hot cross buns will be given away to chil- 
dren at a series of Fox FM Hot Cross Bun 
services on Easter Saturday morning to 
help them to understand the meaning of 
Easter. The services in Abingdon, Banbury, 
Grove, Oxford and Witney will be backed 
up by an advertising campaign on local 
radio station Fox FM. The advertising has 
been paid for by the Diocese of Oxford 
Communications Department in associa- 
tion with the Churches Media Trust and 
Fox FM. 

‘We will reach people who don’t nor- 
mally come to church at Easter and, rather 
like the Christingle at Christmas, we will 
use the hot cross bun to retell the Easter 
story,’ said Richard Thomas, the Diocesan 
Communications Officer. 

There will be Fox FM Hot Cross Bun 
Services at 11am on Easter Saturday at: St 
Helen’s, Abingdon; St Mary’s, Banbury; St 
John the Baptist, Grove; St Mary the Virgin, 
High Street, Oxford and St Mary’s, Witney. 
For a Hot Cross Bun recipe see page 18. 


Schools learn about street kids 

Four members of the Toybox Charity, which 
helps street children in Guatemala, are 
touring primary and middle schools with 
a drama which tells the story of Paola, a 
young girl who ran away from home and 
lived on the streets until she met Toybox 
workers who found her a place in one of 
their children’s homes. 

‘As Paola is the same age as many of the 
children at the school assemblies, they can 
really relate to the story and understand 
our work,’ says Toybox worker 18-year old 
Ellie Stubenbord, who is from High 
Wycombe. 

The assemblies are 25 minutes long, but 
can be tailored to suit the needs of individ- 
ual schools. To book a free presentation, 
contact Jenny on 01494 432591. 


Vicar on the run 



Gill Poole, CMS area secretary, helps 
Martin Warren train for the London 
Marathon, which takes place on April 26* 
The Revd Martin Warren,Team Vicar in 
the Hermitage Team, is running in the 
Marathon for the first time and is one of 
six runners who will be raising money 
for CMS. The other half of his proceeds 
will be used to help restore the bells at 
Yattendon Church for the Millennium. 
Photograph: Frank Blackwell. 


Churches Together meet Pope 

The Pope had a special word of encourage- 
ment for 29 Churches Together in England 
representatives who were in Rome this 
February. Canon Derek Palmer, County 
Ecumenical Officer for Buckinghamshire, 
said: ‘In his address, the Pope gave us a spe- 
cial word of encouragement on our journey 
towards Christian unity.’ However, at a later 
meeting with the Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity, there was no progress on 
the question of sharing the Eucharist 


news in brief 

St George’s Day (April 23) will be celebrat- 
ed at St Michael’s Church, Abingdon with 
a ‘bring and share supper’ of the finest 
English cheese, cakes, ales and bitters. It 
will follow the church’s AGM on April 22. 

Christ Church Cathedral choir is featur- 
ing in a television series on the greatest 
choirs in the world on March 29 and on 
Easter Srnday at 7.30pm on Channel 4. 

The Times Preacher of the Year Award is 
o^n, for the first time, to those from the 
Jewish faith. Preachers can nominate 
themselves. Texts of sermons preached in 
the past 24 months should be sent to Ruth 
Gledhill, The Times, 1 Pennington Street, 
London El 9XN by April 30 (maximum 
3000 words ie 15 minutes delivery time!) 

To make the most of Jubilee 2000’s Chain 
of Hands on May 16 (see p 20), Donald 
McNeile is providing a car park and pick- 
up point for coaches in North Hinksey, 
Oxford (opposite Diocesan Church 
House). The cost of a coach to 
Birmingham will be £8 (bookings by the 
end of April). Details: 01865 245473 (9- 
10am or after 6pm). 

‘A Passionate Journey’, a service of music 
and reflection for Holy Week arranged by 
the Music and Worship Foundation, will 
be held at Marcham Parish Church on 
April 7 and Harwell Parish Church on 
Good Friday, both at 7.30pm. 

Those bereaved by suicide are at higher 
risk.of suicide and emotional problems 
themselves. SOBS (Survivors of 
Bereavement by Suicide) offers a sup- 
portive, confidential environment to 
share pain and rebuild lives. The Oxford 
group has its first meeting on April 1 
and then on the first Wednesday of the 
month. Ring 01235 835454. 

The Crewdson Trust offers three bursaries 
of £250 for 1999 to teachers, clergy and 
academics for research into contemporary 
restatements of the Christian faith and 
into the role of religion in promoting 
peace. Write with research outline and 
two referees to: Joan Crewdson, 12 
Cunliffe Close, Oxford 0X2 7BL by May 2. 

Transport costs for refugee children 
needing a break is one way the Diocesan 
Council for Social Aid helps. This trust 
fund offers small grants to help relieve 
distress from addiction to drugs, alcohol 
or gambling, or to others in need of help. 
Applications to Jo Saunders, Council for 
Social Aid, Diocesan Church House, 
Oxford 0X2 0NB. Tel: 01865 208213. 


The Rt Revd 
Richard Watson 

His many friends were sad- 
dened to learn of the 
sudden, but peaceful, death 
on St David’s Day of the Rt 
Revd Richard Watson, aged 
75, little more than a year 
after the death of his 
beloved wife Anna. Dick 
Watson came to Thame after 
his retirement and revelled 
in the busy life of the parish 
and the wider community. 
Always happy to lend a 
hand, he delighted in fre- 
quent requests for help in 
preaching, taking services 
and filling-in during inter- 
regnums. He was a notably 
helpful, unpretentious and 
sympathetic man: if the 
organist failed to appear, he 
would play himself; if some- 
body needed visiting, he was 
there, often with a gift from 
his garden. Educated at 
Rugby; New College, Oxford 
and Westcott House, 
Cambridge, Dick Watson 
held many positions includ- 
ing Chaplain to the Oxford 
Pastorate 1957-61, Vicar of 
Hornchurch 1962-70 and 
Suffragen Bishop of Burnley 
1970-87. Nigel Viney 


Celtic 

Christianity 


This moving and 
thought provoking 
book charts the 
history of the 
development and 
decline of Celtic 
Christianity. A call 
to renewal and a 
plea for a new 
spirituality which 
will incorporate 
within itself the 
message of the 
Celtic past. 

Ft Timothy Joyce is 
a Benedictine Prior 
and a director of 
the Anamchairde 
Network. 
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A feeling of jumping in at the deep end 


What, only two days? Was it real- 
ly worth it for only two days? 
Personally I think we needed 
four or five, the amount of busi- 
ness we had to complete. 
Cathedrals, VAT, education, the 
Lord’s Prayer, the National 
Institutions - Synod’s business 
ranged far and wide. And still 
we found time to express con- 
cern over the situation in Iraq. 

New Archbishops’ Council 

The National Institutions Measure, 
embodying the proposals in 
Working as One Body, was finally 
approved, albeit with reservations. 
It sets up the Archbishops’ Council 
and new arrangements' for the 
Church Commissioners. There are 
fewer members, but more account- 
ability. Synod members are still 
wary of how the Council will work. 
Will it exercise direct control over 
the business of the Synod? How will 
Synod’s elected representatives func- 
tion. Will its elected members have 
enough clout? Will Boards and 
Councils have enough access to 
Synod? How will appointment to 
those bodies work? 

Both Houses of Laity and Clergy 


met before Synod proper to decide 
how they would elect their 
Archbishops’ Council members - 
and even Michael Hodge’s wonder- 
ful explanation of the proposed STV 


General Synod report 


by Carole Cull 


method didn't reassure all of us! 

I had that distinct feeling of hold- 
ing my nose and jumping in the 
deep end during the familiar 
process of passing through the doors 
to vote. Was this really the momen- 
tous day in the life of the Church 
which it ought to have been? Now 
Parliament comments before the 
Measure receives royal assent and 
comes into force. 

Liturgical business took up much 
time. General approval for The 
Lord’s Prayer - no not really! - we 
were asked to approve printing two 
versions - one modern one tradition- 
al - side by side. Despite a powerful 
speech from the Bishop of Norwich 
supporting printing only the modi- 
fied traditional (1928), Synod 
recognised that many have only ever 
used the ASB prayer and voted to 


print two. I shall serve on the 
Steering Committee as a Liturgical 
Commission member trying to 
decide which modern version to rec- 
ommend and how to accommodate 
those who wish to continue using 
the BCP and ASB versions. 

A draft rite for extended commu- 
nion - whereby a Deacon or Reader 
takes the consecrated elements from 
one service for another church and 
congregation to share - was present- 
ed. There was serious opposition to 
the concept as well as to the pro- 
posed service, but it received general 
approval and went to another 
Revision Committee. 

VAT on church repairs? 

Finally there was VAT - on church 
buildings and repairs - and Synod’s 
almost unanimous approval for a 
motion from St Edmundsbury and 
Ipswich asking the government to 
reduce VAT on such work to 5%. The 
Church of England gives the govern- 
ment more in VAT than it receives 
from English Heritage and the lot- 
tery together. Barmy! And Synod 
asked for such madness to be 
stopped. 

Dr Carole Cull is a medical statistician 
and a Reader at St Peter's, Earley. 



The last toss for the Bishop 


With a toss of a Shrove Tuesday pancake, the Right Revd Colin 
Bennetts attended his last engagement as Bishop of Buckingham. 
The evening in Botolph Claydon Village Hall on February 24 
included poetry and piano music and lots and lots of pancakes. It 
was part of the preparation for the Claydon Deanery Festival 
from May 9 to 1 7 which Bishop Colin has so enthusiastically 
supported. At the pancake party, he urged everyone to join in the 
Festival of Faith in the spirit of ‘giving and receiving something 
new’.The Festival has been planned as a ‘joyous celebration of 
Christian faith’ for the churches and communities in the deanery. 
An adventurous programme includes a service on a local farm, a 
Christian rock concert, an evening of French wine and food and a 
bike ride around the deanery. A record three bishops will take 
part - the Bishop of Oxford will lead the opening event on May 
9, the new Bishop of Buckingham, Mike Hill, will participate in a 
number of events including the farm service while the then 
Bishop of Coventry will pop back for an ‘Evening with Colin 
Bennetts’ on May 13. For full programme details phone Alisdair 
McKenzie on 0 1 296 65 1 I 1 4. Photo: Bucks and Winslow Herald 



Brian Griffiths - 
an unorthodox priest 
with few pat answers 

Brian Griffiths, who has died aged 
72, was a priest with no pat answers. 
People seeking a cosy religion were 
best advised to steer clear of St 
Michael’s Church during the 31 years 
of his ministry in Amersham. 

Brian was out of the ordinary 
mould of clergymen; some would say 
unorthodox. He challenged; at times 
he was provocative, at other times 
disturbing. He wanted people to be 


constantly questioning their faith, 
and throwing out what had no mean- 
ing for them. 

With warmth and love, he honest- 
ly shared his own search and 
spiritual journey, giving others the 
courage to explore the reality of God 
in their own lives. Many within and 
outside the church owe him a debt 
of gratitude. 

Brian was a bom teacher. Once, to 
illustrate the power of the Holy 
Spirit, he started up a motor lawn- 
mower during a service. Few present 
ever forgot that! 

David Redpath 


Liz Johnson 
LNSM Officer 
in Oxfordshire 


Two new faces 

The Revd Liz Johnson is the new LNSM 
Officer for the Oxford Archdeaconry. Based at 
Charlton-on-Otmoor, she worked for ten years 
in large Oxford churches including St Aldates’. 

She sees her job as raising awareness of local 
non-stipendiary ministry, helping prospective 
candidates and supporting ordinands.The Revd 
Dr Edmund Newell has been appointed Bishop 
of Oxford’s Chaplain. He was formerly a Curate 
in the Deddington Deanery where he was active 
in youth work and in organising concerts with ‘big 
names’ such as Adrian Snell and Fairport 
Convention. A former research fellow in 
economic history at Nuffield College, Oxford, he 
is also a keen sportsman and played for last year’s 
winning Church Times Cup cricket team. 



Edmund Newell 
Chaplain to the 
Bishop of Oxford 


This Easter - 

Support the 
Hospital that cares 
for our clergy! 

Free treatment 




St Luke’s is the clergy’s own hospital, founded just 
over 100 years ago to care for Anglican clergy and 
their dependent families at no cost to them. 

Today, one of London’s most 
up-to-date acute hospitals, St 
Luke’s continues this tradition, 
free care being extended also to 
Ordinands and their spouses, 
Monks and Nuns of the 
Anglican Communion, Church 
Army Officers, overseas 
Missionaries, and Priests from 
Anglican churches abroad. 


Stewardship 

St Luke’s is a wonderful example of Christian 
Stewardship in action, for the Hospital is 
supported largely by private individuals, mostly 
church members, and the treatment is given by some 
1 50 leading consultants, who work for no fee. 

St Luke’s provides for the laity as well, through its 
Healthcare Scheme by which lay church members 
can receive treatment at greatly reduced costs. The 
Hospital also runs Couples Counselling services and 
courses on Stress Management. 


Can you help? 

There couldn’t be a better way to celebrate the 
Church’s great festival of rebirth, than with a 
donation or legacy, or a parish project to support the 
Hospital that cares for those who care for us! Please 
will you help us? 


\ See 




The Revd. Paul Thomas, General 
Secretary and Hospital Administrator 


St Luke’s 

HOSPITAL FOR THE CLERGY 

Caring for those who care for others 

14 Fitzroy Square. London Wl P 6AH 
Tel 0171-388 4954 Fax. 0171-383 4812 Reg. Charity 209236. 


Kingham Hill School 

Kingham Oxon OX7 6TH 
Co-educational 11-18 Boarding & Day 

Mark's Gospel Reading 

Sunday 26 April 6 30 pm 

Richard Garner uses his RSC training 
to bring Mark's gospel to light. 

V 

Open Morning 

Saturday 2 May from 9 45 am 

An ideal opportunity to see this small, 
caring Cotswold school of 220 pupils in 
action, and sense its unique atmosphere. 


What is Christian 
Education? seminar 



CARING people required 
locally to support people at 
home with domestic and 
personal care. 

• flexible hours, particularly 
early mornings, evenings 
and weekends 

• full training and support 
(no experience necessary) 

• opportunity to qualify for 
NVQ’s 

• excellent rates of pay and 
holiday pay. 

You should be mobile, 
reliable and committed. 
There are no age limits 
We aim to be an equal 
opportunities employer 

Prfm 


Call now on 
01635 552440 

Primrose Care is a member of UK 
HCA and approved bo BS EN ISO 
9002. 


Sat 9 May 10 00 am to 2 00 pm 

David Smith of the Stapleford Centre 
leads a discussion on the theory and 
practice of Christian education in 
secondary schools, drawing on national 
best practice. 



►For details ring 

01608 658999 

A school with a clear 
Christian commitment 

Rcf> Charity No. 310031 


Al Atlas Project Team 
PJ Consultancy 

CARE ASSISTANTS NEEDED 

In the Newbury/Reading area. 

Rotational shifts or permanent nights available. 
Competitive rates of pay. No experience necessary. 
Car driver preferred. 

Contact: Johanne Turner or Dave Turner on 

0118 988 5977 or 01635 873902 


CLAR ELLAGH 

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOUR HOLIDAY CENTRE 

Kilkee, Co. Clare Ireland 

Located in magnificent coastal scenery, near the 
Burren which is noted for its geology and flora. 
The Centre will open for Easter and from 
June 1 to August 29, 1998. 

For application forms, details of special interest 
weeks and colour brochure apply to: 

Sheila Macdougald, 92 Landscape Park, Dublin 14 

Tel: 00-353-1-2984856 



EASTER CELEBRATION 

Thursday 9th - Tuesday 14th April. 

Join us at this special time of year and be refreshed, both spiritually and physically. 

Full board Thursday taa to Tuesday breakfast: £170 pp. 


COUNTRY BREAK 


Monday 18th - Friday 22nd May 
Monday 14th • Friday 18th September 

A chance to unwind in the peace and quiet of this beautiful East Sussex country- 
side. Worship time each morning. 

Full board Monday taa to Friday breakfast: £105 pp. 


SENIORS’ SUMMER HOLIDAY 


Monday 22nd • Friday 26th June 


A popular holiday week for the over 50 s. Ministry and worship times in the morning 
and evenings Coach excursion included. 

Full board Monday tea to Friday breakfast: £142 pp. 


FAMILY SUMMER HOLIDAY 

Fun for the whole family - Sports tournaments, barbecue, Bible teaching and 
Worship. Children's programme. Accommodation still available for the first week: 

Saturday 1st - Saturday 8th August 

Full board Saturday tea to Saturday breakfast: £220 pp. Children 
according to age. 


Please ring or write for 1998 diary and booking forms: 

Pilgrim Hall, Easons Green, Uckfield, 

East Sussex TN22 5RE 

Tel. 01 825 840295 Fax. 01 825 84001 7 
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The reluctant convert 

God in the life of Mike Hill 


£ I don’t remember a huge amount about my child- 
W hood. My mother owned retail shops during my early 
years and my father was a businessman. Though I 
know my father loved me I always had the feeling that his 
work came first. In those years I can remember that his 
relationship with my mother was under some strain. His 
incessant overwork and his drinking with colleagues made 
life very difficult at times. None of my family were church- 
goers and religion was never anything we talked about 
until my mother found a faith when I was about 13. 

My religion of that time was soccer. It surprised me, partly 
because my father liked football, that he never came to 
watch me play. Tsuppose to be truthful I felt resentful. I 
recall that he told me once when he was angry with me 
that I was a ‘dead loss’. I suspect, though the words hurt 
me at the time, they had an element of truth. 

I didn’t have a ‘Road to Damascus’ experience, but I did 
have a very sudden conversion to Christianity. Just before I 
was 18 I was invited by a friend to visit a place called 
Scargill House. He omitted to tell me that it was a 
Christian Conference Centre! It was the first time that I 
had really met Christians and I went home determined to 
know what it was that gave these men and women a quali- 
ty which I certainly knew I didn’t have. The same friend - 
who came from a Christian family - and I decided to go 
back to Scargill for what we thought was a youth weekend. 
It turned out to be a Methodist church’s weekend! Their 
minister invited me to attend their final service. The only 
reason I went was because it seemed rude to refuse. The 
minister’s message made it clear that becoming a 
Christian meant a new start in life. I knew that was what I 
needed, so 1 responded to his invitation to follow Christ. 

At the time I was involved with a bunch of guys who felt 
that the quick route to enjoyment was a hedonistic 
lifestyle. They were good friends in the sense that when 
trouble loomed we would always stick up for each other. 
When I became a Christian things changed. Some of them 
became incredibly hostile, even resorting to violence to try 
and intimidate me. As I had a bit of a reputation locally, 

I’m not sure the vicar could believe it when I showed up at 
church. I had no knowledge of how things happened in 
N church and the culture was a million miles away from 
where I was. In many ways it was like entering another 
world. I really struggled with it all and to be fair, I think 
the church struggled with me. 

I did, however, get involved with the youth work, although 
that got me in some close scrapes. I remember the vicar 


Michael Hill was born in Manchester but brought up in 
Cheshire. His father, an American by birth, was a businessman. 
After attending Wilmslow County Grammar School, North 
West College of Further Education and Manchester College of 
Commerce, Mike had a short business career before training 
for ordination at Brasted Place College, Ridley Hall and 
Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge. Following curacies in Croydon 
and Slough, he was Priest in charge and then Rector of 
Chesham Bois. In 1989 he became Rural Dean and in 1992, 
Archdeacon of Berkshire. He was consecrated Bishop of 
Buckingham on March 19. Mike Hill is married to Anthea, a 
nurse in a palliative care hospice, and they have five children. 
He was UK and European Chairman of the Willow Creek 
Association and has written two books, Reaching the 
Unchurched and Lifelines. As a youngster, his great passion was 
soccer; now he only plays tennis. 

Interview: Christine Zwart 
Photograph : Frank Blackwell 



having a word in my ear when a gang of bikers arrived and 
tried to wreck the youth club! Being a new Christian I 
resorted to past behaviours and threatened to take on their 
leader - I had a lot to learn about this ‘New Life!’ 
Paradoxically from very early on after my conversion, I 
began to feel that God might be calling me to leadership 
within the Church. It was very scary for me to sit at the 
back of churches, looking at robed clergy and thinking 
that this might be what God wanted me to do. So I did my 
best to bury the thought. 

A scary call from God 

In my business life I had tried to work with Christian val- 
ues and get my relationships a little more in line with the 
way I was supposed to be as a Christian, but I knew that 
there was still much to put right. I knew that I had to do 
something about what I now realise was a call to ministry. 

I went to see the Director of Ordinands in Chester Diocese. 
My mother had become a close friend of Gordon Strutt, the 
then Bishop of Stockport, who invited me to talk things 
through with him. I went to see him, slightly bemused to 
hear what he might have to say. He suggested, not knowing 
of my link with Scargill House, that 1 should go somewhere 
for maybe a year so to test my vocation. I contacted 
Scargill, but they had no vacancies. However, a year later, 
just when I was on the verge of a major breakthrough in 
my business life, they wrote to me out of the blue, offering 
me a place in the community. 

Part of me would have been quite happy to have continued 
in business and made some more money, but, in my heart 
of hearts, I knew what I had to do, and so I joined the com- 
munity. It was there that I met Anthea, and within a year 
we were married in the Scargill House chapel. 

‘Are you still keen?’ enquired the Director of Ordinands. I 
wouldn’t have described my attitude as keen, but I was cer- 
tainly willing to see whether this call of mine was 


authentic. It was arranged that I should attend an ABM 
Conference in Sheffield. Miraculously, they gave me the 
green light! Following training for ordination, I found 
myself in my first parish in Croydon. My training incum- 
bent had previously been Assistant Warden at Scargill. He 
was endlessly patient with me and prepared me well for 
my next charge in Slough, where I was senior curate with 
special responsibility for the daughter church. There was 
quite a lot of hardship. The church was very run down and 
numbers were low. After six months of my best preaching 
there was little improvement. These were difficult days. I 
felt humiliated and, for a while, very perplexed. I found 
myself saying to God, ‘I’ve given them my best shot and 
nothing has happened. Now what?’ 

Preparing for ministry 

I can now see that God was re-building me. It is interesting 
to see that when I relinquished my pride, things began to 
change. The following Sunday, a new young couple arrived 
and soon afterwards, a brilliant young musician. From that 
point on the church began to grow. There were some won- 
derful people in that little church. I had felt that those 
early days were a wilderness period for me, but out of that 
time came great blessing for me and for the fellowship. 

I arrived in Chesham Bois in 1983 and had nine excellent 
years there. It was an important time for us as a family; 
and I began to learn more ‘ministry’ lessons about trusting 
God and about where my own gifting for ministry lay. 

But one of the biggest influences on my ministry hap- 
pened thousands of miles away in Australia where we 
spent three months on an exchange with a young 
Australian pastor. At the end of our time there he handed 
me a cassette tape and said, ‘I think you should listen to 
this’. It was Bill Hybels, senior pastor at Willow Creek 
Community Church in Chicago, outlining a vision that 
articulated many of the things that I had felt about church 
in a way that I found totally energising. Just a few months 
later, completely out of the blue, the International 
Fellowship of Evangelical Students invited me to a student 
mission conference in Champaign, Illinois, which, as it 
turned out, was only a three-hour drive from Willow Creek. 
The first mid-week service I attended at Willow Creek left 
me awestruck. I recall standing outside the church campus 
with tears rolling down my cheeks, simply at the sight of 
the traffic jams - I had never seen people queue to go to 
church before. However, it wasn’t the numbers that 
impressed me most. What really knocked me out was the 
quality of the people. I met a group of newish Christians, 
all in their late 20s, who were serious about their faith in a 
way that wasn’t off-putting. They seemed to be grappling 
with the challenge of being Christian in the last decade of 
the 20th century in a way I had not encountered else- 
where. The experience recharged me to ask some basic 
questions about my own ministry, particularly in relation 
to the importance and significance of the Church. The 
reluctant convert had come full circle! 

I am thankful that when I was 18 my friend cared enough 
about me to risk our friendship by inviting me to Scargill. 
His courage and God’s grace changed my life beyond recog- 
nition. I think it is because of this that I feel faith is passed 
on best through relationships. One of the things that, 
scared me about religion was that I felt I could never be 
good enough. How right I was! I have discovered however, 
that in Christ there is a new kind of forgiveness which can 
open up situations to God’s healing love. My own father 
was eventually converted dramatically at a Renewal meet- 
ing at the age of 72 and our relationship became closer. 
When he was on his deathbed, I had the real privilege of 
being able to pray with him and he with me. 

Marx wrote that religion is the opium of the people. He 
implied that it is escapism. I can only counter by saying 
that being a Christian has pushed my nose up hard against 
the harsh reality of life. And the only way I can cope is in 
the knowledge that when I stand and face it, I know that 
God in Christ stands there with me. I have found the woiris 
of St Paul to be true time and time again: ‘I can do all W 
things through Him who gives me strength.’ ^ 



Since 1928, the British Wireless for the Blind Fund has provided nearly 750,000 
radios to UK-registered blind people in need. A specially adapted set costs just 
£50, yet it brings a lifetime of companionship to someone who is blind and lonely. 
Many blind people are still in need, please help with a donation to the: 

BRITISH WIRELESS FOR THE BLIND FUND 

Department WP1, FREEPOST, Chatham, Kent ME4 4BR 

Telephone: 01634 832501 Fax 01634 817485 E-Mail: Lin@blind.org.uk 

Registered Charity Number. 211849 


PLEASE MAKE OUR 70th ANNIVERSARY YEAR BY MAKING A DONATION TODAY 



I would like to help make blindness less lonely. I enclose a donation of: 
£100 0 £50 0 Enables us to provide a radio cassette recorder 

£25 0 £10 0 Other £ Signature: 

Please charge my Debit/Credit card 

1 II II II I I I i 1 1 ! I 1 1 Expiry date ; / 

Name 

Address 

Postcode wft_ 



Thinking of 
acquiring basic 
counselling skills? 

Skills for use in the workplace or in everyday life. 
Essential for those whose work or voluntary 
activities involve support and help for others. 

A one-year part-time course starts this September and 
leads to a recognised Certificate in basic counselling 
skills. For those who wish to go on to be a 
counsellor, it is the first stage in a continuing course 
of training in psychodynamic counselling. 

Marlow Pastoral Foundation is a registered charity 
providing a counselling service to a wide area in 
South Bucks and Berks and is an affiliate of WPF 
Counselling: a leading nationwide network of 
counselling services. Applications by 31/5/98. 

Further information from: 

The Training Co-ordinator 
Marlow Pastoral Foundation Tel 

89 Easton Street, (01494) 440199 

HIGH WYCOMBE HPU 1LT 




Church Housing Trust is a charity offering security, 
independence, rehabilitation and support for 
homeless people of all ages. Your true Christian 
friendship can transform the lives of homeless people. 
SUPPORT Please pray for our work and help 



Reg. Charity No. 802801 


with a donation so this work can 
grow. Please give your support, 
now, by returning the coupon to: 

FRIENDS DEPARTMENT, CHURCH 
HOUSING TRUST, SUTHERLAND 
HOUSE, 70-78 WEST HENDON 
BROADWAY, LONDON NW9 7BT. 


I would like to become a Friend to Homeless People'. 

J Please accept my donation of £ 

J Please send me details of your work 


Name and Title J_ 
Address 


Postcode 


BE A 


TO HOMELESS PEOPLE 
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Enbridge House 
Nursing Home 
lies in the heart 

of Southern 

England’s idyllic 
countryside overlooking the 
Highclere Estate 

The Nursing comprises of 15 en-suite 
bedrooms and has recently been extended 
and renovated to create the new west 
wing. All staff are highly trained and 
motivated nurses who are available on 
24-hour call. The home also provides a 
passenger lift, and excellent home cooked 
food with a selection of thoughtfully 
prepared menus. Special dietary 
requirements are not a problem. The 
superb range of facilities for long-term 
convalescent and post-operative patients 
makes Enbridge House tbe ideal choice 
of those looking for quality care at 
competitive rates. 

(DSS funded beds are available by 
negotiation). 

ENBRIDGE HOUSE ARE PROUD OF 
THEIR HIGH STANDARD OF 
NURSING CARE IN SURROUNDINGS 
THAT ARE AS COMFORTABLE AND 
RELAXED AS YOUR OWN HOME 

• Car parking facilities are available • 

Telephone: 01635 254888 

ENBRIDGE HOUSE, CHURCH ROAD, 
WOOLTON HILL, NEWBURY, BERKSHIRE 


P.L. Barrett 

Funeral Director 
81 Ock Street 
Abingdon 
Oxford 0X14 SAG 

Tel. (01235) 520808 
Fax. (01235) 525454 

For the Caring Approach 

Contact 

Paul Buck, 

Leslie Weil or 
Carole Paskin 




“I 



tablished 20 years 

* We make dentures look 
like natural teeth at 
affordable prices, on the 
premises. 

► Sunken features can be 
supported to return to your 
natural appearance. 

> Economy dentures for 
senior citizens 

* Delicate chrome plates 

* Comfortable soft linings 
Quality teeth available 
Friendly patient service 
Phone for a free 
information pack 

Dentures Repaired While You Wait 

For Appointment At 
Either Of Our Denture Centres 


37 Cambridge St, Aylesbury 

(rear of Marks & Spencers) off the A40 
High Wycombe with private parking 

Tel: 01296 21832 

174 besborough Road, 
High Wycombe 

Public car park at the rear 


CALL 01494 520515 

24HR HELP 

YOUR DENTURE PROBLEMS SOLVED 


A QUESTION OF CARING 




UNIVERSAL CARE 


Caring in your 
own home 



.g For a helping hand 

\ 01494 678503 

'(taster Houst. 9 Windsor End 
Eejconsteld. Buds HF9 21] 


TO 

advertise 

tel 

01865 

244888 


Have you ever thought to yourself "What is being a 
Christian about? 

The people behind the Kingston Festival, believe that it 
is about living a 'deliberately different' lifestyle. It's about 
being someone who lives in such a way that others are 
forced to ask questions about the Christian faith. 
"Kingston aims to unpack - to the whole family - how the 
Christian faith should impact our lives and society", says 
Tim Nash, Communications Manager, "and to inspire 
action, with the desire to see Christians making a 
difference at our heart". 

This year, the programme includes Christian musicians 
and communitors who have something to say about 
spirituality in the 90s. A whole host of bands, speakers, 
DJs and artists will lead a weekend packed with 
concerts, seminars, worship, celebrations and 
workshops - with relevant programmes for young 
people. 

"This year sees an exciting development in the festival", 
says Bryan Mills, Festival Co-ordinator, "We will be 
holding a special concert on the Thursday evening and 
are thrilled that Chris Eaton will be playing". Chris is- a 
world class songwriter and has written songs for many 
people, including Sir Cliff Richard's Christmas number 
one, 'Saviour's Day'. "The evening will be a fantastic 
opportunity for people to come and get a taster for the 
weekend," said Mr Mills. 

The weekend’s line up includes Liam Goligher, Andy 
Hickford, Mike Pilavachi and Dawn Reynolds, with music 
from As If, Beehive, Hydro, Skellig, The Wades and 
Why? as well as contributions from Grace and Trish 
Morgan, alongside many other speakers and musicians. 
Hungry for more? Feed your mind at Kingston from 9- 
12 July 1998 For more information or to get involved call 
01202 881334 any time. 


HOTPLATES 

(A ministry of Gifts 
from the King) 
We are a Swindon 
based charity which 
provides food 
vouchers for 
impoverished 
families and 
individuals in 
deprived areas now 
in Swindon, London 
and other areas of 
the UK. 

By providing 
financial support for 
all this work you will 
help alleviate poverty 
by providing this 
basic human need. 
For further information 
contact the 

Charity manager 
111 Thames Avenue 
Greenmeadow 
Swindon 
Wiltshire 

Please make donations 
payable to: 

HOTPLATES 

A registered charity number 
1049127 providing support 
for the impoverished 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s disease. 
We have qualified and experienced staff, large gardens 
and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, 
or respite care, contact: 

GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around. 

^j UlDI WGTON Near Banbury 

&t>USB Oxon 0X17 1SD 

Telephone: (01295) 750513 


Unapton Mi Nursing Hour 

Small, friendly nursing home situated in the pleasant village of 
Chinnor providing total nursing care in comfortable 
surroundings. 

Single and Companion Rooms • En suite facilities available 
• Long or short stay • Lift to first floor • Full central heating 
• Minibus. 

For further information and/or an 
appointment to view please contact: 

Mrs. M. Adams (Matron) on Telephone (01844) 351766 
36 Lower icknield Way, Chinnor, Oxford 0X9 4EB 


HAMILTON HOUSE 

West Street, Buckingham 

Hamilton House is an extremely comfortable, well equipped 
and spacious Home providing respite, convalescent 
and long term care. 

The Home, which is located in the heart of Buckingham, 
enjoys many benefits including highly qualified and 
caring staff, full-time 

Activities Organiser, regular outings, Medical Officer cover 
and sophisticated security. 

To arrange a viewing, or for our comprehensive brochure, 
please contact Mrs Wickham 
Telephone: Buckingham (01280) 813414 


TO ADVERTISE 
TELEPHONE 
01865 244888 


DISABLED CHRISTIANS 
FELLOWSHIP 

Are you a young person with a disability 
longing for a holiday with others of your age? 
If so, please contact 

0117 983 0388 


brochure on request 


HEALTH FOR LIFE 


PEOPLE WANTED 


Revolutionary health program 
Loose/ maintain/ gain weight 
Sports program available 
Improve skin conditions 
Increase energy levels 
100% natural food products 
Can ease any medical conditions 
Call Valerie for more 
information on tel: 

01344 643492 


DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 

SHOWROOM OPEN MON-SAT INC. 9.30;im TO 4.00pm PEL. 01793 701313 
514 CRICKLADE ROAD, (OPP. MOONRAKER PUB) SWINDON. 


POWERCHAIRS AND SCOOTERS 





For a sense of freedom . . .out of doors . . .and around the home 





WALKING AIDS 


BATHLIFT STAIRLIFT 

PHONE FOR A FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 
LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 



PROVIDENCE 
ROW 

( Registered Charity 207454 ) 

Building on our long tradition of a Christian and 
professional response to the homeless and 
dispossesed. 

Since 1860 we have been helping people find a way 
back to settled living through access to 
acccommodation, training and long-term support. 
There are so many ways you can help us continue this 
work. Donations and enquiries to: 

Sister Winefride at: 

Providence Row, 50 Crispin Street, 

London El 6HQ 
Tel. 0171 375 0020 


/ enclose a donation for your work. 

Please debit my Mastercard □ Visa □ 
CharityCard □ (tick) 

Expirty Date Amount £ 

Date: 

Cheques should be made payable to Providence Row 
Please send me further information about the work of 
Providence Row 

Name • 

Address 



The Lejeune Clinic 

Did you see the article featuring 
the Clinic in The Universe? 

Can we help you? 

* I/we have a child with Down's Syndrome 
and would like an appointment at the Clinic IZD 

* I/we know of a child with Down's Syndrome 

who might benefit from attending your Clinic □ U 

You can help us!! 

* I/we would like to help the Clinic continue and expand its work by: 

□ becoming a supporter 

□ organising a fund raising event 

□ sending a donation 

□ covenanting funds to you 

* Please tick the appropriate box 

Name 

(BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE) 

Address 

Lejeune Clinic 

Hospital of St John & St Elizabeth, 60 Grove End Road, 
London NW8 9NH 
Tel: 0171 286 5126 ext. 413 

Reg Charity Number: 1083847 to help children with Downs Syndrome 
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With an eye 

The Princess 
Margaret 
Royal Free 
School was 
created in 
1 978 by the 
amalgama- 
tion of two 
single-sex Church of 
England secondary 
schools.The school now 
provides parents with 
the only co-educational 
‘Upper’ school option in 
Windsor. Many parents 
value and choose the 
strengths offered by this 
unique school. It is the 
perfect example of ‘good 
things coming in small 
packages.’ This was 
recently illustrated by 
their Ofsted inspection 
which rightly recognised 
the many achievements 
of the dedicated and 
committed staff. 

The school, which has 
some 220 pupils, offers 
some tremendous facili- 
ties and strengths.The 
new computer suite was 
recently opened by 
Princess Margaret, who 
takes a continuing 
interest in the school. 
Recent results certainly 


to the future 

vindicate the decision of 
those parents who have 
chosen the school for 
their children. The 
school is looking to 
achieve ‘Technology 
College’ status, and 
whether or not it is 
successful, the work 
which has gone into this 
bid has enhanced the 
school provision 
tremendously. 

There is so much to 



commend this school, 
but there is no doubt 
that its greatest 
strengths are undoubt- 
edly the superb staff, 
and the quality and 
achievements of its 
students. 

Clive Sedgewick 
Schools Adviser for 
Berkshire 



The Taize experience on offer 

Young adults sometimes need time to ‘draw aside’ to sort 
themselves and it is best done in a place where others are 
searching for some meaning to life. Henley Deanery’s 
response to the Church’s Youth-a-Part’ report has been to 
provide an opportunity for 48 young people to experience 
Taize this year. The party will leave on Saturday, July 11, 
by coach returning on Monday, July 20. They will thus 
benefit from the full ‘Sunday to Sunday’ stay in this love- 
ly part of France with the Brothers of the Taize 
community, and the large gathering of young people 
from all over the world. 

The trip will be financed by the deanery, but a contri- 
bution of £50 per person will be welcomed. (Yes! A week 
in France, all inclusive, for only £50!). Sadly, the response 
has been poor from within the Deanery. If you have a 
small group who would like to join this party, call Revd 
John Evans on 01491-680261. But do it NOW please! 



Activities range from youth weekends (left) to ‘Moving On Up’ sessions 
(right) where year seven children ask questions and get advice about 
moving to a secondary school, including ‘how to survive as a Christian’. 


Schools 
are where 
Christians 
should be' 

‘Only one chance’ is the govern- 
ment’s education catchphrase. But 
for many children school is not 
just the ‘one chance’ for education 
but also their one opportunity to 
learn the truth about the 
Christian faith. That’s why some 
Christians in Milton Keynes 
formed the BridgebuilderTrust. 
Tony Izod, one of the trustees, 
looks back on five years of schools 
ministry 

A group of Christian teachers 
from Milton Keynes went to a 
local Scripture Union action 
group meeting to find out what was 
available to help them. They heard 
that a schools worker was being 
offered to cover Buckinghamshire, 
Bedfordshire. ‘We need one just for 
Milton Keynes!’ they said. The out- 
come was the Bridgebuilder Trust 
whose aim is to give every young 
person at school in Milton Keynes 
the chance to find out about the 
Christian faith. 

Church involvement 

The initial response from teachers 
and churches in the area was gener- 
ous. When in 1992 the Trust 
became a registered charity its 
trustees included the Revd Maurice 
Stanton Saringer, Rural Dean of 
Newport Pagnell, and the Revd 
Janet Lawrence of St Mary’s Church, 
Bletchley. Its Council of Reference, 
which supports the trustees, 
involves people with experience of 
schools, youth work and church 
life. Among its members are the 
Revd Murdoch Mackenzie, 
Ecumenical Moderator for Milton 
Keynes. 

When Tim Cutting took up the post 
of schools worker in the area in 
April 1993, the vision became a 


reality. In September that year, 
Christians from all over the city 
met at a service at the Church of 
Christ the Cornerstone to celebrate 
the appointment. The project was 
up and running! 

At first secondary schools were cau- 
tious in their welcome. However, 
our non-denominational approach 
and high professional standards 
have led to increasing requests for 
Tim to visit schools. Assemblies 
form the main thrust of his schools 
work. Lessons in RE and Personal, 
Social and Health Education, han- 
dling delicate issues sensitively 
from a Christian viewpoint, are also 
regularly requested. Christian 
Unions (CU’s) welcome him as a 
speaker and Christian staff value 
his visits. 

Out of school activities 

Out of school activities organised by 
Tim for the Trust are many and var- 
ied. For ‘Schools Out’, Bletchley 
Leisure Centre is taken over for 
sports-based activities and socialis- 
ing. Year 7 school children meet at 
‘Moving On Up!’ where questions 
about secondary school are 
answered, new friends made, new 
teachers met and hints about sur- 
viving as a Christian in secondary 
school passed on. 

Residential weekends have proved 
popular and can be a significant 
time of spiritual growth for matur- 
ing young people. It’s good to know 
that some who were with us a few 
years ago are now leading CU’s at 
their colleges. At the other end of 
the spectrum, ‘Dance Crazy!’ saw St 
Mary’s Church, Bletchley, vibrating 
with Christian dance music as 130 
students celebrated Valentine’s Day. 
Also in Bletchley is ‘Dreggs’, a 


lunchtime drop-in providing 
quizzes, chat, music and soup. 
One-off special weeks in school are 
also greatly appreciated. Recently 
the musical duo. Double Check, 
were in Ousedale school in Newport 
Pagnell to work with the music 
department, take lunchtime ses- 
sions and finish the week with a 
concert at the Baptist Church. The 
week was funded by local churches. 
Many middle schools have links 
with local churches, but many do 
not. So the Trust employs Cally 
Cameron for one day a week to help 
plan and/or take lessons, assemblies 
and lunchtime clubs. We have also 
begun to link suitable volunteers 
from local churches to middle 
schools. 

However, our main area of activity 
remains the secondary schools. 
Requests for Tim now exceed his 
available time, so the Trust believes 
another worker is vital. This is our 
goal for the millennium. 

It is a particular delight to us that 
at a special five year celebration in 
June 1998 our main speaker will be 
Rob Parsons, Executive Director of 
CARE for the Family. Rob is the 
author of many books and a gifted 
communicator. We have much to 
celebrate, but we are increasingly 
aware of how many opportunities 
are still waiting to be taken. 

The final word is Tim’s. ‘One, two or 
even three schools workers can’t do 
what a hundred Christians might 
do by getting more involved in their 
local schools. Are you ready for the 
challenge? Schools are where we 
should be.’ 

For information about the celebration service 
and the Trust, contact Jean Peck, Admin 
Assistant, Bridgebuilder Trust, David Baxter 
Centre, 63 North Seventh Street, Central Milton 
Keynes, MK9 2DP (01908 690555). 



2 MAJOR INTERNATIONAL CLASSES 
AND BRITISH JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS I 


Thursday: 

EVENT DRESSAGE 

R.I.H.S. Qualifiers Cob, 
Riding Horse, Coloured 
Horse Show Classes. 

Young Riders 
Showjumping Final. 

Friday: 

EVENT DRESSAGE 

Burghley Young Event 
Horse qualifier. 
Young Competition Horse 
Class. 

Saturday: 

CROSS COUNTRY 
DAY 

Displays and competitions 
in main arena, including 
Jennie Loriston-Clark’s 
Dressage Display, Western 
Riding and Sidesaddle 
Jumping 


Sunday: 

EVENT 

SHOWJUMPING 

T\ig o’War Championship 
Rugby Sevens Competition 
R.D.A. Musical Ride 
Shops, bars, refreshments. 

Charges per person £5 each 
on Thursday, Friday and 
Sunday. £10 Saturday, 
Season ticket £15 per 
person. Cars £5 each daily. 
Ringside £7 Sat/Sun. 
Season car pass £12 for 
4 days. 

Membership £50 for 2 
people and 1 car. 

General enquiries to 
the Horse Trials 
Secretary 

01962 - 779715 


The Annual School 
Chaplains' Conference 

(An Association for all those involved in Christian Ministry in Schools) 

30 March - 1 April 1998 
Trinity College, Oxford 

"Spirituality, Sexuality and Gender" 

Main Speakers: 

Bishop John A. Baker, Elaine Storkey, 

Dr Jack Dominian and Canon Reginald Askew 
Contact: 

Revd. M Oram, Denstone College, Uttoxeter ST14 5HN 
Tel: 01889 590 372 


MARIAN STUDY CENTRE 

Thinking about 
Mary Today 
A summer school, 

27-31 July, 1998 
at Ushaw College, Durham 

"The Virgin Mary has inspired some of the most 
beautiful paintings in the world ; she has stirred 
men and women to the noblest emotions. But the 
reality her myth describes is over: the moral code 
she affirms has been exhausted. " Marina Warner 
True or false? This is a chance to think about 
current trends in Marian art, scholarship and 
spirituality, and to consider Mary’s future in the 
church and the world. Topics will include: new 
readings of Scripture, contemporary art, 
Co-Redemptrix, psychology and consecration. 
Places may be limited. 

Further details from: Dr S.J. Boss, 
Marian Study Centre, Ushaw College, 
Durham DH7 9RH 
Fax: 0191 373 7009' 

Tel: 0191 373 1275 


HAND 
MADE 
KITCHENS 

STRAIGHT 
FROM THE 
FACTORY TO YOUR HOME 
Farmhouse Pines, Limed or 
Bleached Oaks or Handpainted 
We offer a full design and 
installation service 
Telephone 

Moira Robertson Designs 
on 01189 844263 


&ke/$>cldofi/ Sc/tool 

Wildmoor Sherfield on Loddon Nr Basingstoke 

RESIDENTIAL CARE WORKERS 
required 

The Loddon School caters for children with difficulties 
associated with severe autism. 

We are looking for people who have a genuine desire 
to work in a caring environment. Staff need to be fit and 
energetic to be with our young people at all times to 
meet their very special needs. In-service training given 
to all staff. 

Vacancies are for full time day shift work. 

Also evening part time work available 
The school is residential and open all year round (staff 
are not residential) 

Salaries range from £8,000 - £12,000 pa 

For more Information and an application form 
please phone 01256 862394 and ask for Pam or Val 

The Loddon School Company is registered as a Charily 
Registration No 802180 Registration No 94/3418 




MILLENIUM PASSION PLAY 


Performed from May to 
September 2000 

We are now arranging our 5-9 day Tours 
to Austria and Germany (including 
Passion Play) with a host of LOCAL 
pick-up points for readers of The Door. 
Why not register your interest now - we 
can arrange comprehensive group 
bookings. 

® 01525 240264 


Yes! Please send me details! 

Name 

Address 


& 


Postcode 
Send to: 


tsf Coaches 


Central Garage, Stewkley, Leighton Buzzard 
LU7 0EW 
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A break with the past 

An Easter story by David Spriggs 


comment from 

The Bishop of Oxford 

Our century has been one of 
J/H terrible suffering. It is not 
■£* surprising therefore that when 

artists have turned to religious 
/F themes they have focused on 
^ the crucifixion of Christ. His 

suffering seems to stand as the symbol for 
the suffering of all humanity. In the early 
Church, however, there was little emphasis 
on the suffering of Jesus.The first examples 
of Christian art, in the catacombs of Rome, 
from the third and fourth centuries, are all 
images of deliverance. There are many 
scenes from the Old Testament, such as 
Daniel in the lions’ den, and some from the 
New like the raising of Lazarus.The story of 
Jonah in the whale was the favourite. In 
these ways Christians wahted to emphasise 
Christ's victory over evil and their own 
hope, as they lay in the catacombs, of rising 
to new and eternal life in Christ. When the 
cross itself was depicted, as on sarcophagi, it 
was with the wreath of victory 
super-imposed upon it rather than a dead 
body. Crucifixion and resurrection were 
seen as a whole, as one total victory. 

It is very difficult to convey this hope today 
with the deep conviction of those early 
Christians. We are frightened of cheapening 
the suffering by any emphasis on triumph. 
We do not want to give the impression that 
the resurrection of Christ is simply a happy 
ending tacked on.The challenge to all of us 
is to convey the resurrection hope with all 
the authenticity of the suffering of Christ. 
One of the main ways in which St Paul 
conveyed the reality ^f our Christian hope 
was through sharing in the suffering of 
Christ. As he put it, wherever we go we 
carry death with us in our body, the death 
that Jesus died, that in this body also life 
may reveal itself, the life that Jesus lives. For 
continually, whilst still alive we are being 
surrendered into the hands of death, for 
Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may 
be revealed in this mortal body of ours. 

Thus death is at work in us, and life in you 
(2 Corinthians 4, 1 0- 1 2). 

It is through the reality of our discipleship 
and in particular through the way we bear 
the slings and arrows of outrageous 
fortune, that something of the life of the 
risen Christ shines through us. May God 
bless us in his service this Eastertide and 
always. i^JO^ 


The DOOR needs a Christmas story 

As a contribution to the Open Book project, we 
invite readers to write a modern version of the 
Christmas story in no more than 1 ,000 words. 
Stories should reach us by October I (with an 
SAE if they are to be returned).The best story 
will be published in the December DOOR. 


We were on our way to Edinburgh. It was 
one of those short breaks, a real bargain 
especially when you consider it was the 
Easter weekend. But for us it was not an 
adventure or delight, just a huge effort. 
We didn’t have the courage to turn back 
but walking down the boarding tunnel, 
we felt weighed down, like a stroke 
patient dragging a reluctant leg. We both 
knew that it was probably our last chance. 

A tragic and terrible death 

You see we were struggling with a bereave- 
ment, with a tragic and terrible death. It 
had shattered our lives in the way that the 
windscreen shatters in one of those simu- 
lated crashes, when the dummy goes 


through the screen in slow motion. Except 
that this was not a dummy. This was our 
very best friend. 

He was our ‘Princess Diana’, only much 
more. Losing him felt like losing every- 
thing - your partner, your prince all in 
one. When you were with him, you knew 
that there were answers to every problem 
in the world no matter how catastrophic. 
Confidence and peace flowed out of him 
and warmed you like sunshine. Though 
we didn’t always quite understand what 
he said, we knew that his words had a wis- 
dom that was not of this world. 

A man who changed things 

But his insight was only a part of him. He 
had presence and poise and he did things 
to change situations. He diffused violence, 
saved marriages, restored health and sani- 
ty. Generosity, security, fairness - you 
could go on and on but no words even 
begin to describe him. Everyone who met 
him loved him with more love than they 
ever knew they had. At least that’s what 
we thought. 

But how wrong we were. There were 
people, powerful, proud people who hated 
our friend. The press corps started to pur- 
sue him. They didn’t like the way he 
turned the tables with one of his penetrat- 
ing responses. Like the time the tabloid 
journalist asked him to condemn the 
Secretary of State for her alleged affair. 


‘You tell me what your wife thinks about 
your affair and I’ll tell you what I think 
about the Secretary of State’, our friend 
said. The journalist dissolved into the 
crowd of reporters and you could sense 
fear rippling through them. They were 
thinking ‘If he knows that, what does he 
know about me?’ 

Eight days later it happened. The police 
said that it looked like a case of road rage. 
He had been stabbed a dozen times, then 
burnt in the car. There was not enough of 
him left for a decent burial, just enough 
for us to know his end had been utterly 
horrific. The accident destroyed us both. 
And in our pain we tried to destroy one 
another. This Easter break was our last 


attempt to hang on to all that remained of 
our marriage. 

We hardly noticed the luxury of the 
four star hotel. No sooner had we found 
our room, than we had another of our 
acid rows and another long black silence. 
Why we went down to dinner, I will never 
know. It certainly wasn’t because we were 
hungry. Perhaps we thought having other 
people around us would help us to be civil 
to one another. 

We certainly hadn’t planned on shar- 
ing our table with a stranger. He was a 
man on his own and if he noticed our look 
of horror as he was shown to the empty 
chair, he didn’t show it. He just sat down 
between us while we ignored him com- 
pletely - no pleasantries, not even a look. 

The stranger at the table 

When the stranger broke the silence his 
voice was unexpectedly warming. Gently, 
he walked into the midst of our dark pain 
as though he knew all about it. We were 
surprised that he didn’t seem to know 
about the tragedy even though the picture 
of our friend had been on the front page 
of every newspaper. But once we began to 
talk, we couldn’t help ourselves. It all 
spilled out, not just the facts but all our 
hopelessness and despair. 

Lovingly, he took our anguish and 
wrapped it in another story of another 
good and compassionate man, whose 


The Year of the Open Book 

The Open Book is a major project from the 
Bible Society and ChurchesTogether in 
England. It was originally an initiative of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury who remains one of 
its presidents.The idea was to have a ‘Year of 
the Bible’ to provide people throughout the 
nation with a Biblical basis as they reflect on the 
meaning of life around the Millennium. 

This year churches are being encouraged to 
re-tell five key Bible stories in ways that will 
engage their neighbours and communities. 
They are: Creation, Exodus, Exile and 
Restoration, Nativity, the Cross and 
Resurrection which together outline the 
whole story of God’s relationship with us.To 
help them, a story-telling road show will 
travel the country and there will be demon- 
strations of Open Book approaches at the 
Christian Resources Exhibition, Greenbelt 
and other major events. 

Leaders in the arts, politics, media and educa- 
tion are also being encouraged to meet 
theologians to work out the application of 
Biblical truth in these four areas. 

Ring 0500 55580 1 (free phone) for a brochure 
or to order the Resource and Activity 
Planning Pack (£6). 

friends had also mourned as we mourned 
now. He too had been done to death, but 
from him had burst an unstoppable flow- 
ering of life, love, service, hope and 
courage. ‘This is the way the story at the 
heart of the universe must travel*, said the 
stranger. ‘I thought your friend had told 
you so. Then he added ‘Would you like 
some bread?’ 

As he spoke those last words, we both 
looked up and knew. The impossible was 
true. This was no stranger but our beloved 
friend, our hope and our life. There had 
been a rumour going round that he had 
been seen alive but we had refused to 
believe it. But now in a flash the dreadful 
sequence of events went into reverse. Our 
world fell back into proper order as we 
flung our arms round one another oblivi- 
ous of the other guests and laughed and 
kissed and danced. ‘He’s alive. He’s alive. 
He’s risen’, we shouted. K 

The last plane to London had long since 
gone, and the journey by taxi was hours 
long and very expensive. But we simply 
didn’t care. ‘We must tell the others,’ was 
all we that we could think about. 

It was the middle of the night when 
the taxi finally drew up outside the house 
but to our surprise every light was burn- 
ing brightly. ‘We’ve seen him. It’s all right. 
He’s back’, we shouted as we stumbled 
through the front door. ‘So have we’, they 
shouted as they gathered round us. ‘Tell 
us the story’, they yelled with one voice. 
And so we did and here it is. 

The Revd Dr David Spriggs is Project Director of 
the Open Book. His re-telling of the ‘ Road to 
Emmaus’ as a modem story (Luke 24: 13 - 35) is 
one of the approaches which the Open Book is rec- 
ommending to local churches in order to make the 
Bible more understandable and relevant. 


IF ALL THIS STARTED YOU THINKING, 
CARRY ON AT CHURCH THIS EASTER 



The_Churches Advertising Network’s campaign also sets Easter in the context 
of today with its echoes of the death of Diana, Princess of Wales 


Stoke Mandeville 

HOSPITAL NHS TRUST 'W* 

CHAPLAINCY DEPARTMENT 

Personal Secretary 

10 hrspw (mornings) £4.98-£5. 79 per hour 

We need an experienced secretary to provide support, 
across a range of duties for the Head of Chaplaincy 
Services. 

You will need 2-3 years experience and hold RSA III 
typing or equivalent. You will have sound PC skills, 
having used Windows and in addition it is essential that 
you have the ability to organise a varied and busy 
workload. 

You must be an excellent communicator and bfe able to 
demonstrate the ability to deal with sensitive issues and 
be understanding over the telephone and face to face. 

Ref: C2680. 

Closing date: 2 April 1998. Interview date: 8 April 
1998. 

Application forms are available from: Personnel 
Department, Stoke Mandeville Hospital NHS Trust, 
Mandeville Road, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP21 8AL. Tel: 
01296 316788 (24 hour answerphone). 

(Minicom 315558 Is available for hearing impaired 
applicants). 

•WORKING TOWARDS 
EQUALITY 
OF OPPORTUNITY* 


WOODVILLE COMMUNICATIONS 


FREE!! 

Subject to Talk 60 and above 

MOBILE PHONES 

NOKIA 502 • MOTOROLA MR 30 
NOKIA 5.1 • MOTOROLA MR201 
DANCALL DCI 

£20 Gift Voucher with all Orange phones 
plus accessories. 6 months FREE Line Rental 
Mail order available 

NEED A PHONE? 

TROUBLE WITH CREDIT? 

Contact the experts we shall put you on line from 

£75.00 

3 LINE RENTAL FROM £12.50 PER MONTH 
Phones and packages to suit everyone 


NEWPORT 

101 ALEXANDRA RD 


St Mary’s Church, Bloxham 
The Gospel 
of St Mark 
A Recital by Nigel Yeadon 
on Friday 24th A Saturday 25th April 1998 • 
at 7.30pm 

Adult £4.00 Concessions & Under 16’s £3.00 
Tickets from Virginia House, Bloxham 

All pitfiits to Si Mary’s Church Restoration Fund 


St Agnes with St Paul, 

Reading 

An ordained person is being 
sought as 

COLLEAGUE 

For a full-time post in a two-church 
parish to take responsibility for 

• co-ordinating the pastoral work of the parish. 

• developing and building new teams for ministry 
(pastoral expertise with the elderly and with young 
families will be valued). 

The Parish 

• is evangelical and seeking renewal in the Holy 
Spirit. 

• is a large UPA Council Estate (population 14,000). 

• has a supportive clergy/lay ministry team. 

Come and share with us our God-given vision for 

the local community, to encourage the building up of 
individuals in the love of God, as well as being 
outward- looking, serving, and accessible to the 
community. 

3-bedroomed house with study. 

For more information, profile etc, contact: 

Revd Richard Cowen, The Vicarage 
290 Northumberland Avenue, Reading, 
Berkshire. RG2 8DD. 

Tel: W 18-987 4448. 



IRISH SCHOOL OF ECUMENICS 

A unique opportunity for research and study in an 
interdisciplinary and multicultural setting and with 
field work options. 

ECUMENICAL STUDIES 
MPhil/Diploma 

1 year full-time, 2 year part-time 
3 and 6 month Sabbatical Programmes 
in association with 
Trinity College, Dublin 
For further information, please contact: 

Admissions Secretary 
Irish School of Ecumenics 
Bea House, Milltown Park, Dublin 6. 

Tel. 00353.1.260114, Fax: 00353.1.2601158 
E-mail: ise.ecum0tcd.ie. 

ISE web page: 

http://www2.tcd.ie/Senior.Lecturer/Courses/sch_ecum/isempecu.html 
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letters to the editor 


We must take 
animal welfare 
seriously 

Like Margaret Drage (The DOOR, March p2) 

I do not like hunting with hounds. I find 
the glorification of killing uncivilised and, 
one would have hoped, outdated. But like 
her I know that the number of animals suf- 
fering in factory farms as on long-distance 
transport (live exports) is far, far greater 
than the victims of hunting. 

Unlike the Archbishop of Wales and the six 
bishops whose letter calling for the end of 
hunting as a sport appeared in The Times 
last Boxing Day, the bishops of Hereford, 
Bath & Wells, Carlisle, St Edmundsbury & 
Ipswich, Gloucester and Norwich, in a let- 
ter to The Daily Telegraph (February 25, 1998) 
asked for yet more delay, more research 
and a royal commission on hunting, out of 
concern for rural communities. 

Perhaps I am doing these six Shepherds an 
injustice - I hope I will be corrected if I am 
- but I am not aware that they have also 
felt sufficiently concerned to put pen to 
paper over the welfare of the 300,000 live 
sheep that were exported from the UK in 
1997 for slaughter in continental abattoirs 
where EU and national welfare regulations 
are all too often flouted with impunity. An 
example is the case of the UK sheep having 
their throats cut whilst fully conscious in 
the unauthorised killing fields of the Eid- 
el-Kebir festival in France. 

If the current problems in farm animal wel- 
fare are not addressed, both in the UK and 
globally, there will be much greater 
changes in rural communities than that 
predicted by the bishops to be the result of 
a hunting ban. 

Indeed, in 1997 nine million pigs had to be 
slaughtered in The Netherlands owing to a 
massive epidemic of swine fever on factory 
farms. Think of the impact this must have 
had on the rural economy in that region. 
Yet livestock lorries ply backwards and for- 
wards from The Netherlands and other EU 
countries. It needs just one slip-up on 
hygiene precautions and we could find pig 
carcasses in the UK joining the piles of cat- 
tle remains resulting from the BSE crisis. 

So anyone who cares about our rural com- 
munities should be putting their weight 
behind the growing call for a more compas- 
sionate treatment of the animals over 
whom we have ‘dominion’. 

Joyce Smith (Mrs), Oxford Area Contact, 
Compassion in World Farming (01865 881850) 


The price is paid 

I was horrified to read in the March DOOR 
James Wilson’s letter ‘Why not set a price 
on our faith?’ Surely, James, as church 
members we are all ‘the body of Christ’ 
with the aid of His Holy Spirit, to do His 
work here on earth. What possible price 
could be put on such a privilege for us 
given with the measureless price of His 
death on the cross. 

Gweneth Edgington, Hook Norton 

No hope after retirement? 

I write in regard of the Advertising Feature 
on page 14 of the March issue: ‘Focus on 
Retirement’. 

The first advertisement is for monumental 
masons - and further down the page there 
are two advertisements for funeral direc- 
tors! 

Does nobody in your advertising depart- 
ment look forward to retirement as a time 
of hope? Surely some more appropriate 
advertisements could have been put on this 
particular page?! 

Iris Hulse (Mrs), Wantage 

Only the faith we can handle 

If your correspondent is right in asserting 
that all, including Pam Rhodes, (The DOOR, 
February) are in need of conversion, I won- 
der why the Church has not devised a 
conversion service to ensure more of its 
members are real Christians? If baptism 
confers associate membership of the 
Church and confirmation affirms one’s 
acceptance of the faith in adult life, what 
has been missed out by these two sacra- 
ments and why? 

I encountered evangelicals at university 
who assured me I need converting, so in 
good faith I followed their advice and 
opened my heart to Jesus. Nothing whatso- 
ever changed! I can only conclude that 
when Jesus finds a door slightly ajar. He 
does not have to stand and knock, but can 
enter your being at a pace which is right 
for YOU. After all, we are given the pain we 
can bear, so why not the faith we can han- 
dle? We all need to accept Christ as our 
personal saviour but some come to believe 
this over a period of time, whilst others like 
Paul the Persecutor, need a sharper revela- 
tion of the truth. 

Martin Tapsell, Aylesbury 


St Luke's: good news for some 

In your February issue you wrote that St 
Luke’s Church in Cowley was to be convert- 
ed into an archive run by Oxford County 
Council. This is indeed ‘good news’ for such 
a large and beautiful building. 

All I wished to comment on was the fact 
that the church has been well used over the 
past three years of its redundancy by an 
alcohol and drugs counselling service and 
many people from all over Oxfordshire 
have used the building for support and 
healing of emotional needs due to the pain 
of alcohol and drug use. 

St Luke’s was a gift to us when we were 
made homeless as an agency over three 
years ago. The building has been well used 
since then and we thank Father Keith (the 
original minister) and the Bishop of Oxford 
for offering us St Luke’s at the time. 

We will be sad to leave and we do face the 
challenge of finding another building suit- 
able for counselling and group work in the 
town in the next few months. If any church 
leader or group knows of any building we 
could use within a three-mile radius of 
Oxford town centre, please contact me on 
01865 395250. 

Tony Woolman, Director OCADU (Oxfordshire 
Council on Alcohol and Drug Use) 

Read the Creed - and love God 

John Clark-Maxwell’s letter (February) was 
correct in saying that a Creed is intended 
to define the basic essentials of the 
Church’s belief. This was made clear to me 
some years ago when I found the members 
of my church house group had very diverse 
views on what people were required to 
believe before they were right to call them- 
selves Christians. Some held that one was 
bound to believe in the literal truth of 
every word of whatever translation of the 
Bible they were familiar with. Others went 
farther and added on various items of non- 
scriptural dogma such as the immaculate 
conception, perpetual virginity, and the 
assumption of Mary the mother of Jesus. 

In order to try to bring about a sense of 
unity in the group we spent an evening 
studying the words of the Nicene and 
Apostles Creeds. From that evening’s dis- 
cussion I came to the conclusion that these 
creeds expressed, as clearly as words can, 
the fundamentals which Christians are 


called upon to, and in general do, believe. 
To attempt to amend what we have or to 
hammer out a new creed which the uni- 
versal Church would accept would seem to 
me to be not only a futile exercise, but one 
which would distract us from the duty laid 
on each one of us by Our Lord in His state- 
ment of the two great commandments - 
to love God and to love our neighbour. 

DF Mallows, Oxford 

Green field challenge 

The Government is telling us that we need 
an extra 4.4 million new homes nationally 
by the year 2016, to allow, in part, for a 
growing rate of ‘partnership breakdown’. Is 
this a challenge for Christians? 

Jesus teaches us to help those in need, and, 
like a good Samaritan, show compassion 
and give positive practical help to those in 
trouble. Anyone suffering the misery and 
heartache of partnership breakdown (be it 
a formal marriage contract, an informal 
partnership agreement or a common-law 
marriage) is most certainly in need of help 
at such a time of personal trial. 

But how best to help? Is building vast num- 
bers of houses for singles to occupy the 
right sort of help? If it means destroying 
vast areas of green field sites and building 
miles and miles of new roads to serve such 
houses, this seems a high price to pay, and 
wouldn’t this be effectively condoning mar- 
riage breakdown and encouraging yet more 
abandonment of traditional family values? 

I suggest that the more appropriate help in 
the long run is to tackle the underlying 
causes of breakdown and strive to imple- 
ment corrective actions. Let us all rise to 
the challenge and help those who are suf- 
fering difficulties in their relationships, 
and use the Bible as our guide. 

David Wainman, Hazlemere 

Merry men of Bucks 

We would like to take this opportunity of 
thanking everyone who made our ‘Farewell 
to Bucks’ service on February 16 such a 
memorable and happy event. It was a spe- 
cial pleasure to see so many people whose 
ministry we have been privileged to share 
over the years. 

Thank you also to everyone who con- 
tributed so generously to our leaving 
presentations. You have made sure that the 
Bishop of Coventry will not need to go to 
MFI for his furniture and the Archdeacon 
of Oxford will be able to enjoy not just a 
greenhouse but a mini Crystal Palace! 

With all good wishes and every blessing. 

The Rt Revd Colin Bennetts and 
the Venerable John Morrison 


HELP SPREAD THE GOSPEL!! 

Evangelical r ltt °j 
Urban * 

• |L V®) Training 
Project 



•sa. 


SATURDAY 25th APRIL, 1 988 


LONDON'S 



NEW TOWN 

(THAMESMEAD - ABBEY WOOD - PLUMSTEAD) y 

Eutp: 

We are a Christian organisation which aims to help churches 
of any denomination to share the Good News with those 
around them. We are particularly concerned with 
communicating the Gospel in a "non-book" culture - with 
those who can read but prefer not to. We are a registered 
charity. 

ROUTE: 

Most of our work is payed for by money raised on our 
annual sponsored walk and by donations from individuals. 

FUNDING: 

Eight miles, visiting eight churches in the Thamesmead, 
Abbey Wood, Plumstead area. We will walk regardless of 
wet weather. 


START AT ANY TIME AFTER 9 a m. 

AT ANY CHECKPOINT 

T 

GO IN EITHER DIRECTION 

▼ 

CHECKPOINTS WILL BE OPEN BETWEEN 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 

T 

MEET THE EUTP TEAM AND HEAR A SHORT 
PRESENTATION ON WHAT EUTP DOES AT 
ST PAUL’S ECUMENICAL CENTRE 
(This runs all day) 


F O R FURTHER IN FORMATION; 

Write to: 

Eutp, 336a City Road, Sheffield. S2 IGA. 
or phone: 

(0114) 276 2035 (24 hrs) 


focusfest 

A MAJOR EVENT FOR CHRISTIAN WOMEN 





Seminar guests 

Jane Grayshon & Fran Beckett 


5th ■ 7th June 1998 


University of Ulster, Coleraine 




114a Hotvwood Road, Belfast.BT4 lNUTel:(012}2) 471100 
Fax: (01232) 471190. e-mail: infb@emins.com 


tpmn 


Mutual Aid Homes 


CALLING ALL 
PREACHERS! 

Our Mutual Aid Homes are now able to 
offer long and short term residential or 
respite care to licensed or accredited lay 
preachers of all Christian denominations, 
and their spouses or dependants. 

We have homes in delightful surroundings 
at Grange-over-Sands, Minehead, 
Westcliff-on-Sea, Woodhall Spa and 
Rickmansworth, and we are committed to 
maintaining a Christian community 
atmosphere. 

Our quality of care is highly acclaimed and 
our charges compare favourably with any 
other home in the private sector. 

Mutual Aid Homes can now take 
applications from Lay readers (and their 
dependants) of the Church of England. 

Further information may be obtained from: 

Godfrey Talford 
Methodist Local Preachers 
Mutual Aid Association 
Head Office: 

Chorleywood Close, 

Rickmansworth, Herts 
WD3 4EG 

Telephone No: (01923) 775856 


The Bible 
College at 


Galashiels, Selkirk: 

"Th0jSfjurvest is plei 
but th&lubourers 
tthew 9 


The Bible 
of a need, 
those called o: 




p born out 


at Bain, 

. id (p more thoroughly train 
ijodfand |p Help tl|em better 
prepare foiljthe w^ftc Gocf $*as called them 
to do. 




Academic exciBf n c e-^fe m g ; ||| d by a 


as well as 


strong emphcpi: 
the 

The spirituaj.j^dfe of the mifi^r&jfs 
strongl^^^pHasised because that 

effective ministry rests on character and 
God's calling. Our vision is simple, to help 
you develop into the leader God has called 
you to be. 

Enter to learn, leave to serve! You can study 
full-time, part-time, by correspondence, or 
you may choose to participate in one or 
more of our weekend core programmes. Call 
today for an information packet. 

Call us at (01896) 756056 
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Produce Your Own 

• Magazines ★ Newsletters 

• Parish Information 

• Professionally 

• Efficiently 

• Economically as a Printer 

• Delivers 1 30 copies Per Minute 

• Operates like a Copier 

• 1,000 copies cost only £1.37 (plus paper) 

• Copies in Colour 

With the 

OSD0O Digital printer 


New and Refurbished Photocopiers 
always available 


For details or demonstration phone 

01703 330611 

APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

Unit 5 Vicroy House, Mountbatten Business Centre 
Southampton SO 1 5 1HY 



World of Life 


International 



Be 

to minister 

Call Morag Galloway for our prospectus , 
audio tape and accommodation pack 

World of Life International 
Bible School 

Summerhill Court, Lang Stracht, 
Aberdeen, Scotland AB 1 5 6TW 

tel: 01224 326622 
fax: 01224 312727 


The 

OPEN 


THEOLOGICAL 

College 

ABA (Hons) degree in Theology 
by distance learning 

Study your faith in depth. 
Understand the Bible better. 
Learn to think theologically. 
Apply insights gained to life. 
Colleges sponsoring the Open 
Theological College include 
All Nations Christian College, 
Cheltenham & Gloucester 
College of Higher Education 
London Bible College 
Oak Hill College, 

St John's College, 
Nottingham Trinity College, 
Bristol 

For more information 
contact the OTC at 

PO Box 220, The Park Campus 
The Park, Cheltenham GL50 2QF 
Telephone 01242 532837 
Fax: 01242 532801 
E-mail: otc@chelt.ac.uk 


a meditation for Holy Week 

Eric Gill’s Stations of the Cross 


Stations of the Cross go back to the 
days when pilgrims to Jerusalem fol- 
lowed the traditional route from Pilate’s 
house to Calvary. Gradually the stopping 
places for prayer (stations) were regu- 
larised into the traditional 14 stations. 

The Church of St Alban the Martyr in 
East Oxford, has one of only two sets of 
Stations of the Cross by the distin- 
guished artist and craftsman Eric Gill 
(1 882- 1 940). The other one is in 
Westminster Cathedral. After two unac- 
ceptable sets had been produced by 
other artists, Gill was persuaded to pro- 
duce a sample on incised slate.The 
congregation approved and Gill liked the 
church so much that he agreed to do the 
set for just over £100. Eric Gill worked 
on them between 1 939 and 1 940 but he 
died before they were finished. The last 
five stations were completed to his 
designs under the supervision of his son 
and were finally put in place in January 
1 945. The typeface in this feature was 
also designed by Gill. 

These meditations were written in 1 983 
by the late Joan Eltenton, a member of St 
Alban’s Church.They were updated and 
enlarged in 1 989 by Father Martin 
Flatman, then Vicar of Cowley St John 
and now Roman Catholic Chaplain at 
Brookes University.The meditations 
were originally published in St Alban's 
Church Oxford and Eric Gill's Stations (£ I ) 
which is available in the church. 

St Alban's Church is open only during services. To view 
the Stations at other times ring the Vicar on 01865 
242396.There will be a Stations of the Cross service 
for children in the church on Good Friday at I Oam. 


Jesus is condemned 



If SUS IS CONDEMNED 


Pilate questions Jesus. He does not 
see any good reason for executing 
him, but as a man with responsi- 
bility for keeping law and order, he 
decides to allow the execution to 
take place. Thus Jesus shares the 
fate of all those who suffer 
unjustly. 

Matthew 27: 13-25, 

John 18:28-19:16 



He accepts the cross 



HE ACCEPTS THy CROSS 


‘Then they took charge of Jesus, 
and carrying his own cross, he 
went out of the city to the place of 
the skull, or, as it was called in 
Hebrew, Golgotha.’ 

John 19:17 . 

Jesus takes his cross willingly. With 
him we can take up whatever life 
brings us and transform it through 
love. 

He falls the first time 

The tradition that Jesus fell three 
times is not recorded in the Bible. 

It emphasises the immense weight 
Jesus had to bear, and reminds us 
that it symbolises all our sins, that 
he took to himself to transform by 
his love and self-sacrifice. 

‘But he was wounded for our trans- 
gressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him and with his 
stripes we are healed.’ Isaiah 53:5. 


He meets his mother 



H E- N F F T.S *H 15 • M O TH £ R 


‘Seeing his mother and the 
disciple he loved standing near 
her, Jesus said to his mother, 
“Woman, this is your son’’.Then 
to the disciple he said, “This is 
your mother’. And from that 
moment the disciple made a place 
for her in his home.’ John 19:26. 


Simon helps him 



‘As they were leading him away 
they seized on a man, Simon from 
Cyrene, who was coming in from 
the country, and made him 
shoulder the cross and carry it 
behind Jesus.’ Luke 23:26. This man 
has become the patron of all who 
help the humble and despised. 


Veronica comforts him 



It is said that a woman moved with 
pity ran forward to wipe the face of 
Jesus, and that afterwards the image 
of his face could be seen on the 
cloth. She is known as Veronica 
which means ‘true image’. Those 
who nurse the sick often identify 
with this woman. 



Jesus falls a second time (left) 

The second fall is portrayed at a point where 
the road becomes particularly steep. We are 
reminded that Jesus understands how many 
difficulties face us, and shows us that he is with 
us, willing us to get up and go on as he did. 

He speaks to the women (right) 

‘Large numbers of people followed him, and of 
women too who mourned and lamented for 
him. But Jesus turned to them and said: 
‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; 
weep rather for your selves and for your chil- 
dren’. So, in the midst of his own suffering, he 
remembers the world’s disasters. Luke23:27. 
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He falls the third time 



Each fall shows Jesus closer to the 
ground, nearer to despair, and to the 
dust of death. This reminds us that 
however low we fall, however dark is 
our despair, Jesus is there with us. 
Here we meet our God, who in love 
chose to become one with us that 
we might be with him. 


Jesus is stripped 



‘When the soldiers had finished 
crucifying Jesus they took his 
clothing and divided it into four 
shares, one for each soldier. His 
tunic was seamless, woven in one 
piece from neck to hem, so they 
said to one another, ‘Instead of 
tearing it, let’s throw dice to decide 
who is to have it.’ John 1 9:23. 


He is nailed to 
the cross 



‘They crucified him there and the two 
criminals also, one on the right, the 
other on the left. Jesus said, ‘Father 
forgive them, for they do not know 
what they are doing.’ 

Luke 23: 33 



Jesus dies on the 
cross 

From the sixth hour there was 
darkness over all the land until the 
ninth hour. Jesus cried out in a 
loud voice, ‘My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?’ Matthew 
27:45. At the foot of the cross we 
see John and Mary, the mother of 
Jesus. 

His body is taken 
down (right) 



‘When the soldiers came to Jesus, 
they found he was already dead, and 
so instead of breaking his legs one of the soldiers pierced his side with a 
lance, and immediately there came out blood and water ! John 19:32 


He is entombed 

‘Joseph of Arimethea 
took the body, wrapped 
it in a clean shroud and 
put it in his own new 
tomb which he had hewn 
out of the rock. He then 
rolled a large stone 
across the entrance.’ 
Matthew 27:59. 

So God in Jesus enters 
into death, to defeat 
death for us and bring us 
to eternal life with him. 


The Fourteen Stations of the Cross' will be performed 
at St Mary’s, Bloxham on Sunday, April 5 at 7.30pm 
preceded by refreshments in the Parish Rooms at 7pm. 


Artists commissioned for the Millennium 

Fifteen new sets of Stations of the Cross have been 
commissioned for the Millennium from some of the 
country’s most distinguished sacred artists. Among 
them is Nicholas Mynheer, churchwarden of Horton- 
cum-Studley who has been a subject of our ‘God in 
the Life of’ feature.The sets have to be completed in 
time for Pentecost 2000 when they will go on tour. 
The project is being organised by the Revd Richard 
Davey, Chaplain of the Cathedral Church of St James, 
Bury St Edmunds and art critic for the Church Times . 


In the cross is safety. 

In the cross is life. 

In the cross protection from our foes. 

In the cross is sweetness poured upon us 
from above. 

In the cross is spiritual joy. 

In the cross the sum of virtue. 

In the cross is holiness in perfect beauty. 

Thomas a Kempis 

This prayer was included in the prayers compiled and led by Canon 
David Goldie, at the start of Diocesan Synod on March 14. 



SOME OTHER STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
St John's, Newbury A set of handpainted Stations, 
the gift of Beatrice Plank, were rescued from the 
church when a bomb destroyed it in 1943. They 
hang on the north and south walls of the new red 
brick church built in 1957. The Stations of the Cross 
will be said on Palm Sunday at 6pm and on Good 
Friday at 7.30pm. The church is open all day. 

St Mary's, Speen has a set of wooden stations 
carved in Oberammergau in about 1960. They were 
given to the Benedictine monks at Nashdom Abbey 
in memory of the then abbot and eventually trans- 
ferred to Elmore Abbey. They are on permanent 
loan to the parish church. 

St Mary's Convent, Wantage has an exquisite set of 
Stations. The artist, Mother Maribel took 27 years to 
carve them out of mahogany, visiting Rome and the 
Holy Land to gather factual detail. She was 
Reverend Mother General of the convent for 13 
years. Unusually there is also a 15th station which 
she completed two years before her death in 1970 at 
the age of 83. Postcards of the first 14 Stations are 
available from St Mary’s Press on 01235 763141. 

St Paul's, Wokingham has a new set of Stations in 
memory of the late Annie Biddle. They were made 
in ceramic by a parishioner, Sue Ashdown who was 
inspired by the drawings in the Good News Bible. 
The church is open all day. The Stations of the Cross 
will be said on Maundy Thursday at 10am. 


Diocesan Sunday Prayer Diary for April 

Sunday April 5 (Palm Sunday) All parish churches in the 
Diocese as they enter Holy Week; Deanery of Cowley - Tony 
Price, Gwen Ranklin; Melanesian Mission in the Oxford 
Diocese; Parish of St Monica, Tsineng, Kimberley and Kuruman; 
those working in the motor industry. Sunday April I 2 
(Easter Day) The unity of the Christian Church; those who 
work as secretaries, typists, clerks etc and those in part-time 
employment. Sunday April 1 9 Deanery of Wallingford - John 
Morley, Hilda Hester; the Bishop's office: Bishop Richard, 
Edmund Newell, Christine Lodge, Rosalind Beuzeval; young 
people and those who work in youth services. Sunday April 
26 Deanery of Wantage - Alan Wadge, Paul Thompson; Bishop 
Itumeleng in our link Diocese of Kimberley and Kurumah; the 
Republic of South Africa; the chairman of the Oxford Link 
Committee - James Keetile; low paid workers. 


■■i 


Shades of Glass 

Studio 

Craftsman built Lead Light and Stained Glass 
Windows. Specialists in Church Window refur- 
bishment and replacement. 

Call us for free quotation on: 

★ Lead Lights 

★ Vandal damage 

★ Hand painted detail 

★ Stained glass and engraved 
detail 

We also specialise in the supply and fitting of 
stainless steel and/or galvanised grills. 
Recognised by Ecclesiastical Insurance Group. 
All work undertaken in our own studio. 
References available. 

INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE 

Shades of Glass Studio 

12 Fane Drive, 

Berinsfield, Oxon 0X10 7NB 
Tel. OXFORD 01865 340831 


Lead 

LigEt 

Windows 












The Manchester 

Vineyard 

School of \A/orship presents 


Fire and Fain 


a residential weekend 
conference in North Wales 
for worship leaders and 
musicians with 

Eddie Espinosa, 
from Anaheim, USA 
Easter Weekend 
Friday 1 O - Monday 1 3 
April 1998 

Eddie Espinosa led worship at the 
Anahim Vineyard for sixteen years 
and is the author of many well- 
known Vineyard worship songs 
such as ‘Change My Heart O Cod * 
and ‘You are the Mighty King \ 

This is an opportunity to 
renew your vision for 
worship and learn in a 
relaxed setting in the 
foothills of the Welsh 


mountains. 


Cost 

(full board) 

£110 

(single), 

£190 

(couple), 

£90 

(unwaged/ 

student) 

Other 

concessions 

available. 

For details of 
this and 
other events, 
call John 
de Jong 
on 

0161 834 
9565 




In association with the Highland 
Theological Institute, Moray College 
offers this unique and stimulating 
course in 


CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY 


This modular course leads to a 
Certificate at Access to Degree Studies 
level. Successful students will have 
fulfilled the academic requirements for 
admission to the HTI BA (Hons) 
Degree in Theology, and may satisfy 
the entry requirements for similar 
courses at other universities. 

The course may also be studied purely 
for interest and entirely at one’s own 
pace. 

This course is also available on a 
FULL-TIME study basis for which 
bursaries may be available. 

HTI also offer a 3 year BA (Hons) 
Degree in Theology, M Phil, PhD and 
DM in degrees. 

Please call for details of these and 
other courses. 


Call us now for our 
comprehensive OPEN 
LEARNING UNIT 
PROGRAMME 
HOTLINE 01343 554309 
or write to the 

OPEN LEARNING UNIT 
Moray College, Moray 
Street, 

Elgin IV30 1JJ 
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Clewer Spirituality Centre 

Convent of St John Baptist 

Hatch Lane, Windsor, Berks SL4 3QR 01753 868602 

1998 

May 15-17 Divine Dance of Love; exploring God's love for us. 

Canon Chris Collingwood 
June 5-7 'Harp & Soul'. Learn the Harp the easy way, and meditate 
on the Psalms. James Maybury & Robert Langton 
September 4-6 A Window to Prayer; painting an icon. Franciscan 
Third Order? Retreat. Anne Potts & June Crabtree. 

18-20 Calligraphy, Painting and Prayer: St Evelyn FSMA 
October 9-11 Visions of Angels: St. Mary Stephen CSJB 
December 4-6 Success from Failure: Advent Retreat. Canon Noel 
Vincent 

For further details & booking form apply to: The Administrator/ Warden 
Registered Charity No. 236939 Providing for your needs 


Focus on Conferences 


CLEWER SPIRITUALITY 
CENTRE 


Fourteen Meditations 

The Fellowship of Meditation practises and teaches 
contemplative meditation in residential and day courses in 
Dorchester and elsewhere. 

The meditations in this book will encourage beginners and the 
experienced to an awareness of the Spirit of Christ within each 
of us. 

ISBN 0 9522815 3 8 - £4.95 (£5.50 inc. p&p) 

From booksellers. Enquiries and 
Of jtg programme: 

v Marian Dunlop House, 8 Prince of 

Wales Road, Dorchester, 

Dorset DTI 1PW 
(01305) 251396 
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THE ABBEY 

Sutton Courtenay, Oxon OX14 4AF 

Feb 28: The Ensouling of the Personality 
Mar 14: ‘A Spirit I am Indeed . . 

(Day with Shakespeare) Mar 21-22: Community Building 
Workshop 

Mar 28: Body as Spirit Apr 8-10: Holy Week Retreat 

The Abbey community is a charitable organisation open to the universal 
quest for truth and the challenges of the21st Century, whilst rooted in the 
essence of Christianity, lived out in relationships. Charity No 278687. 
for more information on these and many other Seminars, Workshops and 
Retreats please call (01235) 847401 or send SAE to: 

THE ABBEY, SUTTON COURTENAY, ABINGDON, OXON OX14 4AF 



The Acorn Christian 
Healing Trust 

A healing resource to the Christian Church 
and medicine 

Contact: Rev'd Denis Brazell 
Whitehill Chase, Bordon, Hampshire GU35 OAP 

01420 478121 


FLAMES of FIRE 98 

FFLAMAU TAM 98 
HOLIDAY COHFEREMCE 
ROYAL WELSH SHOWGROUND 
BUILTH WELLS 

22nd to 28th August 

e>ic* ipcas 

Pring the beet time yet for young 
poopk! 

Guest Speakers iriude- 

Jennifer Rees Larcombe; Andy Economides; 
Peter Lawrence; David Carr; Andrew Maries; 
Stuart Bell; Denis Bradshaw; Peter 
Johnson;Nia/l Griffin; Geoff Waggett; 
Mike Endicott; Richard Tarran. 

Children* Programme & Cricht 

A.R.M. (Wales)Conference Office:- 
Dept. DP 

51 Ewenny Road, BRIDGEND, CF1 3HY 
Phone/Fax 01656 767672 

Reg. Charity Na 1063180 


‘THE ELY EXPERI- 
ENCE’ 

15th - 17th May 1998 

A journey into the wonderful musical heritage of 
cathedrals with Sir David Lumsden, former Principal 
of The Royal Academy of Music. The weekend will 
include a private concert given by the Cathedral Choir. 



In addition to its particular musical flavour, this fasci- 
nating weekend will give an opportunity to get 
‘behind the scenes’ - visit medieval buildings normal- 
ly closed to the public, attend services, lectures and 
seminars. Join us and enjoy the wonders of Ely, its 
magnificent Cathedral and glorious music. 
Accommodation at nearby Bishop Wopdford House 
offering full board in a comfortable and quiet setting. 
Price: £150 per person (oil activities included) 
Call Ely Cathedral on (01353) 667735 


‘A Haven of Peace’ 

Clewer Spirituality Centre 
is part of the beautiful com- 
plex of Victorian Gothic 
buildings where the com- 
munity of St John Baptist, 
with its life of prayer and 
work has resided since 
1852. 

With five acres of attractive 
garden it its clearly a place 
6f rest, reflection, space 
and peace. The centre of 
Windsor, River Thames and 
Great Park are all within 
walking distance. 

The Centre itself provides 
space for 36 resident guests 
and welcomes groups or 
individuals for retreats. 


Retreats 

X\ 


EASTER & SPRING 
IN "THE MARCHES" 


OF WALES 

Carmel Court is the former 
Carmelite Monastery of Presteigne 
in beautiful undiscovered border 
country. It is close to Offa’s Dyke, 
the Mortimer Trail and many 
(shorter!) walks, ancient churches 
and villages, high altitude golf at 
Kington, riding and flying from 
Shobdon, hospitable inns in all 
directions. Mass is celebrated in | 
exquisite adjoining parish church 
(the original Carmelite chapel). • 
Carmel Court offers B&B from | 
£17.50 and self-catering from 
£77.00 per week. 1998 brochure 
now available from Maren^e & 
Terry Monaghan, Carmel Court, 
Presteigne LD8 2LD Tel: 01544 
267986. 


conferences, quiet days, 
parish weekends etc. There 
are three sitting rooms, two 
with libraries, two dining 
rooms, two chapels and an 
oratory as well as the com- 
munity chapel in which all 
guests are invited to share 
in the worship of the 
Community if they so wish. 
A retreat centre for over 40 
years, it has certainly pro- 
gressed with the times, pro- 
viding a Programme each 
year with a variety of 
retreats from creative, indi- 
vidually guided, preached, 
Drop-in-Days etc., with the 
latest audio/ visual equip- 


E Mail william.monaghan3@which net 


PRAYER and 
PAINTING WEEKS 

27 June to 4 July & 25 
July to 1 August 
Portsoy, Moray Firth, 
Scotland. 

Prayer led by Sister 
Josephine Walsh, 
D.H.G. Painting course, 
water colour and pastel by 
Jamus Smith 
Tel/ Fax: 01224 584814 

for more information and leaflets 
Also house in Portsoy available to 
let for holidays or own retreat: 
sleeps 5(7), 

2 double, 1 single bedroom 


Do you . . .? Need occasional time away? Long for space and quiet . . 
to come home to yourself and to God? ... to share intimately with 
God? ... to rediscover your centre? ... to gain perspective? 

* day of prayer * weekend retreat * private retreat * individually- 
directed retreat * Accommodation 

St Boniface Retreat House 
and Prayer Centre, 


is a quiet place away where these things can happen. 

To make arragements, visits to the retreat centre are 
arranged to meet individual needs. 

For reservations or inquiries, contact: 

Sr Paul Snell, PHJC 

01202 513555 

St. Boniface Convent, Doveshill Crescent, Ensbury Park, Bournemouth BH10 5BS 


dh 


DAMASCUS HOUSE 
The Ridgeway, 

Mill Hill, London NW7 1 HH 
Tel: 0181 959 8971/0181 906 1666 
Fax: 0181 906 4573 
20-22 March 
Workshop; 

“T\pe\ and Models of Evangelisation 
Pat Collins, CM 
6- 1 2 April 
Holy Week Retreat 
Youth Mission Team, 

Maria Parcher, DC, Eugene Curran, CM 
Liturgy provided by 
Therdse McCusker & Ellen Flynn, DC 
17-19 April 

Beginning Experience Weekend 

1-3 May 

Family Retreat 

Maria Parcher, DC 
& Youth Mission Team 
8-IO May 
Seminar: 

“ A Time to Grieve ” 

Eugene Curran, CM 
9 May 

Day of Recollection 

Barbara Quilty, DC 
1 4 May 

Day Seminar for Clergy 
“Evangelising Young People ” 

Maria Parcher, DC & Youth Mission Team 
For details of these and other retreats or 
courses please contact: 

The Secretary at the above address. 


Alton 
Abbey 
Retreat 

Programme 1998 

Individual guests and groups are welcome to use facilities offered 
in the Guesthouse by personal arrangement with the Guestmaster. 
who will advise on the availability of rooms. 

We are also pleased to offer the following organised retreats during 1998. 

Quiet Day before Holy Week 
Prior William Hughes, OSB 
Icon Painting 1 
Dom Anselm Shobrook, OSB 
Jane Austen 1 

Dom Nicholas Seymour, OSB 

Western Religious Paiting Study Day 
Dom Anselm Shobrook, OSB 
Charlotte Yonge Study Day 1 
Dom Andrew Johnson. OSB 
Icon Painting 2 
Dom Anselm Shobrook. OSB 
Jane Austen 2 

Dom Nicholas Seymour. OSB 

Ijron Study Day 
Dom Anselm Shobrook. OSB 
Jane Austen Study Day 3 
Dom Nicholas Seymour, OSB 
Icon Painting 3 
Dom Anselm Shobrook, OSB 
Jane Austen Study Day 2 
Dom Nicholas Seymour, OSB 
Parables Workshop 
Dom Anselm Shobrook OSB 
Dom Nicholas Seymour. OSB 
Charles Dickens Study Day 
Dom Nicholas Seymour. OSB 
Quiet Day before Advent 
Abbot Giles Hill. OSB 
Charlotte Yonge Study Day 2 
Pom Andrew Johnson. OSB 
Guests are particularly welcome for all or part of 
HOLY WEEK and the SACRED TRIDUUM (April 5-12) 
ALTON ABBEY. Beech. Alton , Hampshire. Gl'34 4AP - Tel: 01420 562145 


[2) 

28 March 

3) 

19-24 April 

4) 

1-3 May 

5) 

16 May 

6) 

30 May 

7) 

14-19 June 

8) 

26-28 June 

9) 

4 JtMy 

10) 

18 July 

11) 

23-28 August 

12) 

5 September 

13) 

19 September 

14) 

26 September 

15) 

28 November 

16) 

5 December 


ment for use when 
required. 

A short stay at Clewer 
Spirituality Centre is an 
opportunity for reflection 
and for bringing things into 
perspective in an atmos- 
phere of stillness and quiet- 
ness; a time to take stock, 
with physical rest and spiri- 
tual renewal. This is surely 
a must in a place where the 
Community has had a par- 
ticular ministry of hospital 
ity and care for those wish- 
ing to explore their spiritu- 
ality, from all sorts of dif- 
ferent traditions and out- 
looks for so many years. 



Hungry for more? 



Faith Women 
of Europe 

yjvdjuf 

WOMEN: “THIS IS 
YOUR DAY OF TRUE 
FREEDOM AND 
FAVOUR” 

APRIL 9th and 10th, 
1998 

( Thursday and Friday) 
The Manor House Hotel 
& Conference Centre, 
Newlands Comer, 
Guildford, Surrey, England 

Write or fax for 
Registration details 

Faith Women of Europe 
Director: Barbara J White 
An Outreach Ministry of Faith 
Ministries International 
PO Box 138, Guildford, 
Surrey. England 
Tel & Fax 44 (0) 1483-722930 

Registered Charity No 248759 
A Salvation. Healing and Prophetic 
Ministry No. 


THE EVENT 

A continuous blend of music and teaching, 

(staged near Wimborne, Dorset), designed 
to unpack how the Christian faith should 
impact our lives and society. 

For people who think faith should mean something. 


THE LINE UP 

Many different bands and speakers will present jam-packed 
and varied programmes for all ages. Experience the 
atmospheres, from early 'til late, all weekend. 


INFORMATION & BOOKINGS 

Tickets from just £20 adult, £15 youth, £65 family 

Call: 01202 881334 (24 hours) 

Email: kingston@cnet.clara.net 

Write: Kingston '98, 

The Barn, Cranborne Road, Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 4HW 


AFy Registered chanty 295519 timber of the EA 
ice people to Jesus and strengthen Christians 


Feed your mind. 
10-12 July 1998 



April 21 - 23 (Tuesday - Thursday) 

PRAY AS YOU CAN AND NOT 
AS YOU CAN'T 

Alan Pearce and Val Major 

Looking at and practising some of the great variety of ways of 
praying. 

Charney Manor, Charney Bassett, Wantage OX12 OBJ 
Tel: 01235 868206 Fax 01235 868882 


The Enneagram 

Do you wish there were an Enneagram workshop in 
yoru area? If you have the people and room to run 
one, I will come to you - wherever you are. I also 
provide individual, relationship and group counsel. 
Contact: Karen Webb Qualified Enneagram 
Teacher in the Oral Tradition 
Author of 'Principles of the Enneagram' publisher Thorsons, £5.99 
66 Cowleigh Bank, Malvern, Worcs. WR14 1PH Tel: 01684 561258 
Also at Emmaus Retreat Centre ,Kent; Othona, Dorset , St Bede's, York and 
House of Prayer E. Molesey 



Through Personality 
to Spirit 

^ The Enneagram is an ancient ^ 
beautiful accurate, spiritual 
and psychological model of 
humanity. 

It enables us to harmonise our 
daily lives and our 
relationships, personal or 
professional. 

Above all it supports and 
fosters our personal spiritual 
unfolding. 


v #fOU* f House of Prayer offers 
'a place of stillness, 

^ " OF support and peace for all who feel the 
'// / ' \ \ need to ‘come away' from the noise 

FttAYKt i and urgency of their daily lives. 

There is accommodation for those 
wishing to spend time in quiet prayer. The House is 
ecumenical and has self-catering facilities. 

A programme of prayer, retreats and personal development 
is organised throughout the year and led by experienced 
people. Professional counselling and spiritual direction 
services are available. Groups are welcome to organise 
their own events. 

Enquiries to: Retreat Secretary, House of Prayer, 
Seymour Road, East Molesey, Surrey KT8 0PB 
Tel: 0181 941 2313 





THE WAY OF LOVE 

“Be like Love for Love's sake -be radiant even 
as Love is radiant, because Love is God and is 
of God in us, supreme in the absolute world and 
also in the relative world of our being - the 
omnipotent force in all the Universe " 


SPIRITUAL AIMS AND IDEALS 

• The Order of the Cross is an informal Fellowship, having 
for its service in life the cultivation of the Spirit of Love 
towards all Souls; 

• Helping the weak and defending the defenceless and 
oppressed; 

t Abstaining from hurting the creatures, eschewing bloodshed 
and fleslheating, and living on the pure foods so abundantly 
provided by nature; 

• Walking in the Mystic Way of Life, whose Path leads to the 
realization of the Chrjsthood; 

• s And sending forth the Mystic Teachings unto all who may 
be able to receive them - those sacred interpretations of 
the Soul, the Christhood, and the Divine Love and Wisdom, 
for which the Order of the Cross stands. 

For further information and publications 1st, please contact 

THE ORDER OF THE CROSS (SU, 10 DE VERE GARDENS, LONDON W8 5AE 

Telephone: 0171 937 7012 E-mail Gabnel^t^compuservecom 

Internet http://www.ivuixgibrdcross (TD) 


IGNATIAN 
SPIRITUALITY 
COURSE 

THE SPIRITUAL EXERCISES AND THE ART 
OF SPIRITUAL DIRECTION 

A 3 -year course during term time for one day a week in Margaret 
Street, central London. The aim of the course, which is 
ecumenical, is to train people to direct the Exercises in various 
forms and to give ongoing spiritual direction. 

Directors: Sr Kathleen Lyons rc, Revd. Andrew Walker 

For a brochure and further information, please send 9x6 '/»* s.a.e. to 
The Administrator, Ignatian Spirituality Course, S. Mary Woolnoth 
Vestry, Lombard Street, London EC3V 9AN 

Closing date for applications for the course beginning 
October 1 998 is 26 June 1 998 


We want to see 
the British Church 
in Retreat. 


The Wycliffe Centre is dedicated 
to helping Christians to 
"Be still and know that I am God." 

fit 

We would love to welcome you - 
especially families, but any group 
from 1-120. The Wycliffe Centre 
is situated close to the M40. 

444 

For more details contact: 

Conference Manager. The Wycliffe Centre, 
Horsleys Green. High Wycombe. Bucks HP14 3XL 
Tel: 01494 482521 
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overseas news and lambeth 98 . 1 3 


Church in Congo 
appeals for help 

Two bishops from the war-torn 
Democratic Republic of Congo (for- 
merly Zaire) will be visiting the 
Diocese in July prior to the Lambeth 
Conference. The Most Revd Patrice 
Byankya Njojo, Archbishop of the 
Church of the Province of the Congo, 
and the Rt Revd Sylvestre Mugera 
Tibifa, Bishop of Kisangani, are accom- 
panying their wives Amoti Njojo and 
Edreda Tibifa who will be here to 
attend the Mothers’ Union Worldwide 
Council in York ( The DOOR, March 98). 
The bishops will be in the Diocese 
from July 7-13 and will be seeking sup- 
port for the Congo Church Association 
Appeal which is hoping to raise 
£150,000 to repair war damage; to 
help refugees and displaced people 
and to re-establish Bible School and 
evangelism programmes. 

For more information, please contact 
Rosemary Peirce, Secretary, Congo 
Church Association on 01865 721330. 

Christian Aid Week 
May 10- 16,1998 



Christianity and Culture 


New hope in Ethiopia 

Messelu Mulugeta from the 
Gemini Trust in Ethiopia, visited 
the Diocese last month to talk 
about how the Trust is caring 
for the baby twins and triplets 
born to needy families in Addis 
Ababa.The Gemini Trust saves 
the lives of many undernour- 
ished babies and also helps 
parents and older siblings start 
small businesses to set the 
whole family on its feet. ‘We 
have seen many mothers and 
children transformed,’ says 
Messelu. ‘Now they see hope for 
the future.’ The Trust is 
supported by Christian Aid. 


rgy and Lay Appointments 

e, Great Chesham Team Ministry, to be C 


Clerj_ 

Simon Austen, Curate, Great Chesham Team Ministry, to be Chaplain, Stowe 
School, Buckingham. Peter Bradley. Team Vicar, Abingdon St Michael and All 
Angels, to be Team Vicar, All Saints, High Wycombe. Edward Bickersteth, 
Administrator for the P Trust, to be Priest-in-Charge, Arborfield w Barkham. 
Richard Caink, Priest-in-Charge, Lacey Green, to be Team Vicar of Lacey Green in 
the Risborough Team Ministry. Tony Clark, Chaplain, University of Westminster, to 
be Associate Rector (Pastoral Chaplain) St Mary’s, Bletchley. Christine Dale, 
Assistant Curate, Thatcham Team Ministry, to be Team Vicar, St Paul’s 
Harmanswater, Bracknell Team Ministry. William (Bill) Dodd, permission to offici- 
ate, Maidenhead, has died (4.2.98). Henry Everett, Priest-in-charge, All Saints, 
Reading, to be Vicar, All Saints. Reading. Tony Ellis. Vicar, Stratfield Mortimer and 
Priest-in-charge Mortimer West End w Padworth, to be Team Rector, Kidlington w 
Hampton Poyle. Paul Fiske, Priest-in-charge, Princes Risborough w Ilmer, to be 
Team Rector of the Risborough Team Ministry. John Hallows, Assistant Curate, 
Diocese of St Albans, to be Team Vicar and Deanery Training Officer, Bracknell. 
John Boxmoor, to be Team Vicar w responsibility for Forest Park, Bracknell Team 
Ministry and Deanery Training Officer, Deanery of Bracknell. Mike Houston, Team 
Vicar in the Woughton Team Ministry (LEP), to be Team Rector of Woughton Team 
Ministry (LEP). Clive Holmes. NSM Farmoor St Mary, permission to officiate. 
Andrew Meynell, Priest-in-charge Monks Risborough and area director of ordi- 
nands, Buckingham Archdeaconry, to be Team Vicar of Monks Risborough and 
area DO. Tim Platts, Priest-in-charge. Earley St Nicolas, to be Vicar. Earley St 
Nicolas. Robert Rhodes, Priest-in-charge, Bledlow w Saunderton & Horsenden (also 
Warden of Readers), to be Team Vicar of Bledlow w Saunderton and Horsenden in 
the Risborough Team Ministry (also Warden of Readers). Merrick Smith, NSM 
Warfield St Michael, to be Priest-in-charge, (House for Duty) Brightwell-cum- 
Sotwell. Barry Scott, Assistant curate, to teaching post at Stockland Green School, 
Birmingham. Karl Wiggins. NSM St Mary, Beech Hill, to retire. Colin Wilson, 
Assistant Curate, High Wycombe Team Ministry, to be Priest-in-charge of 
Broadwell, Evenlode, Oddington and Adlestrop, Diocese of Gloucester. 


The Right Reverend Frederick H Borsch, Bishop of 
Los Angeles, explains the background to one of 
the main topics that will be discussed at the 
Lambeth Conference this July: ‘Called to be a 
Faithful Church in a Plural World’ 

A vital part of the calling of Jesus’ disciples is 
to tell the gospel to all people. From earliest 
days this was to be done not only in the lan- 
guage of the various peoples but in the context 
of their thought forms and customs. Jesus him- 
self probably spoke both Aramaic and Greek 
and was adept at talking about God’s reign in 
stories and images of sowing and reaping, 
sheep and goats, fish and boats, masters and 
slaves, families, vineyards, courts, weddings, 
and dinner parties. 

One of the first challenges facing 
many early Christians was to teach 
the gospel stories in the varied 
circumstances of the 
Mediterranean world. They 
experienced many challenges 
and sometimes controversy in — ^ 
doing this. How far could they 
go, not only in translation into 
different tongues, but to imbed 
the faith in the customs and prac- 
tices of different cultures so that 
the gospel might be believed? What 
could faithfully be adopted from the religion 
of the native peoples? 

The other side of the challenge, of course, 
was how to faithfully present a gospel which 
will inevitably be controversial in and critical 
of any culture. Slavery, prostitution, male privi- 
lege, materialism, over-zealous patriotism, 
militarism, unbridled capitalism and econom- 
ic injustice are examples of aspects of culture 
which Christianity has stood against. 

When, through merchants, soldiers and mis- 
sionaries, the Christian faith of the Church of 
England spread to many parts of the world, 
members of the growing Anglican Communion 
experienced a number of these challenges. As 
its practice became more diverse, and, as it 
faced the challenges of modernity, additional 
questions arose. For example, what happens 
when some member churches ordain women 
and others do not? How should the Eucharist 
be celebrated in a culture where the drinking 
of wine may be frowned upon or wine may not 
even be available? 

Always there has been the danger that a par- 
ticular cultural expression of Christianity will 
be thought to be privileged - to the contrary, it 


In such ; 
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has been said that Christianity does not so 
much have a culture, as seek cultures in which 
to be a living faith. 

Yet how much difference can be accepted 
and a Communion still have a recognisable 
identity - especially in an age where many cul- 
tures feel threatened? 

Now all these issues are experienced in a 
global community - rapidly being further 
linked by movies and television, air transporta- 
tion, fax and email. At the same time, 
population movement means that many cul- 
tures can exist side-by-side within particular 
regions, as is true in the Los Angeles area 
where I live and minister and where more than 
400 identifiable ethnic groups are now found. 
In such a setting hybrid and newer cultures are 
also formed. There are, moreover, other 
differences between young and old, 
rich and poor and those of moder- 
ate means within these cultures. 
Under this general theme of 
diversity and identity in 
^ Christian life and witness, 
Section III of the Lambeth 
Conference is asked to reflect, 
not only on the broader issues, 
but on some of the specific aspects 
of them, such as what it means to 
be the body of Christ where, through 
baptism, all are called to ministry. What are 
the roles of deacons and of bishops? Marriage, 
family and sexuality, money, scriptural inter- 
pretation, spiritualities, and ways of doing 
theology will be other matters for reflection. 

Together the bishops at Lambeth will recog- 
nize that they represent some 37 independent 
churches in our Anglican Communion and 
that we are held together, not by a magisteri- 
um, but by a common faith, and the common 
stories of their faith, by worship, by together 
seeking to show forth the fruits of the Spirit, 
by tradition and bonds of affection. One of the 
principles we shall discuss is that of subsidiari- 
ty which holds that matters of faith should 
usually be dealt with at the lowest or most 
local level possible. Yet there will also be issues 
and concerns which call for more common 
study, conversation, learning and agreement. 
From this perspective we shall be looking as 
well at what are called the ‘instruments* of 
Anglican unity: the convening role of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Anglican 
Consultative Council, the Council of Primates, 
and the role of the Lambeth Conference itself. 
More about Lambeth next month 
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The House by the Lake 

Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. Mk 4:1 

The House by the Mountains 

The mountains will bring prosperity to the people, 
the hills the fruit of righteousness. Ps72:3 

OPEN RETREATS 

Places are still available for the following retreats 

04-07 May Fellowship of Contemplative Prayer 

29-31. May Light out of Darkness 

01-05 Jun CARM Painting and Prayer 

10-12 July An Adventure in God 

27-02 Jul/AugGuest Week 

06- 1 1 Sept Prayer and Nature 

21-27 Sept Light out of Darkness 

19-22 Oct Clergy Retreat 

06-08 Nov Encil (Welsh Retreat) 

27-29 Nov Clergy Partners Retreat 

04-06 Dec Advent Retreat 

23-27 Dec 'Christmas House Party 
Please contact the Warden for further information. 
LLANGASTY, BRECON, 
POWYS LD3 7PJ 

TH. 01^74 658250 Fax. 01874 658328 
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♦ New Goat’s Mountain 

♦ Amazing Rare Birds - 

♦ Owls, Flamingos, Parrots. Peacocks 
Pheasants & More 

♦ Massive Adventure Playground 

♦ Beautiful Picnic Areas 

♦ Super New Pets Comer 

♦ Two Huge Splash Pools for Kids 

♦ Excellent Cafetena 

♦ Living Willow “Moles Maze” 

♦ Summer River Boat Cruises 

♦ Farm Animals & Ponies 

♦ Model Boat & Ship Exhibition 

♦ Two Gift Shops 

♦ Gardens. Trails and Walks 

♦ Statues. Ponds & Fountains 

♦ Dav Ticket River & Lake Fishing 

♦ Miniature Children s' Golf 


especially younger children! 

Come and enjoy u traditional day out at this unique 
Thatneside Park We are dedicated to the conservation of 
rare birds and this remarkable site: help us just by visiting! 

There's a great new Education Officer on site too! 

1998 Prices: £4 for adults. £2.50 for children (under 3’s are REE), 
and there are mans concessions ( Unemployed. Student. Family, etc,) 
Incl excellent pans rates. 

Beale Park, Lower Basildon. Reading. Berks RG8 9NH. 
Tel: 0118 9845172 (Fax: 0118 9845171 

Sign posted from Jn 12 of the M4 iThealei. Beale Park is beside the 
Thames on the A329 just outside Pangbourne. toward Goring & Streatley. 


Beale Park . . . 

'The Freedom of the Countryside” 

him mi n itt mi no >n> \kh.iMii<iiM iiu<m- 
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MAYC LONDON WEEKEND 1998 

Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th April, 1998 

As this is the last time that London Weekend will happen 
in the Royal Albert Hall, we want everyone to have an 
opportunity to experience this event. 

There are still seats available for both performances 
of “The Show". 

DO NOT MISS THIS UNBEATABLE EXPERIENCE 

Tickets for the Show on Saturday are a real bagain at £10. 
We also have spaces available for Sunday Worship - also in 
the Royal Albert Hall, obviously we are not charging for this, 
but as the RAH is so costly to hire, a donation of £5 per per- 
son would be welcome. 

To book for the Show and/or Worship complete this special 
form and return it with your cheque to: 

Joy Goldsworthy at MAYC, 2 Chester House, Pages Lane. 
Muswell Hill, London N10 1PR 
Tel. 0.181 444 9845. By no later than Monday, 6th April. 


Name 

Address . 


Postcode 

Contact Telephone Number 

Number of Tickets: Show 3.00pm 7.30pm 

Worship 10.00am 12.00pm 

Cheque enclosed £ 

Cheques should be made payable to Methodist Church Fund 


No 3 A/c 



Office use only 

Ref 

Date Rec. 


53 

57 

W10 

■ W12 





1 4 . ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


the door April 1998 



I I -Day TOUR of ISTANBUL and the 
SEVEN CHURCHES of ASIA 
8-18 October. 1998 

LEADER: The Revd David Cook, Rector of 
St Nicholas Church, Newbury 

The itinerary allows three nights in Istanbul before taking an internal 
flight to Izmir. 

Visits to the sites of the Seven Churches are made, including Ephesus. 
The tour operators are McCabe Travel of London and the cost of this 
Tours is £819.00 and includes many items normally extra in a holiday. 
COME and join us for — good fellowship, sharing our faith together 
and learning more about St. Paul's journeys during the years of the 
early Church (see Book of Revelations chapters 2 and 3) 

For further details please contact. 

Jenny Griffiths on tel: 01635 41475 


Wyy/jjo uib 


Littlesea (Haven) 

Luxury 6/7/8 berth Caravans 
Excellent amenities - indoor and outdoor pool, 2 clubs 
etc. etc., all weather sports court, Pitch & Putt 

Phone Mrs Cochayne 
- 0121 444 6867 or 0374 836800 - 


CUMBRIA, LAKE DISTRICT 



LaiT 

Country 


Manor Farm Bungalow 

Cosy, two bedroomed bungalow with open fire, patio doors, 
garden, lovely countryside views and fully equipped 
throughout. Sleeps 4. Local shops, golf course, aquarium, 
leisure pools, sea fishing, sandy beach, wind surfing, 
pubs etc., all between IV 2 and 8 miles 
Cockermouth and Lakes (Keswick) 10 and 20 miles 
Ring Philip & Wendy for full details on 01900 881 5550 


RESIDENT PROPS : 
Dave and Jenny Fielding 

ouse 


5 


CHRISTIAN GUEST HOUSE SET IN THE HEART 
OF BEAUTIFUL SOMERSET COUNTRYSIDE 


Washford, Nr. Minehead, Somerset TA23 ONT 

Id 01984 640426 Fax 01984 641 m 


DUNSTAN HILL 
ALNWICK 

3 farm cottages with 2 beds, 
sleeps 4/6, all year round 

Terms from £130 p\v 
Tel: Mrs Morton on: 

01665 576481 


p 
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orsica & Sardinia 

Hotels, Apartments & Villas, 
Golf, Flights, Fly-Drive 
Holidays from £2 87, 
Flights from £179 
For your free 
brochure call 
0800 7317362 


Reservations 

01444 881414 


^ H 6 c SH ft 


Christian 

ENDEAVOUR 

HOLIDAY 

CENTRES 



Trie Christian 
Holiday People 


v 


7 Centres situated in the most beautiful areas of Britain 


Beechwood Court 
Conwy, N. Wales 
it 01492 593405 

St Rhadagunds 
Ventnor, Isle of Wight 
® 01983 852160 

Ye Homesteade 
Sheringham, Norfolk 
ir 01263 822524 


Brockley Hall 
Saltburn, Cleveland 
® 01287 622329 

St Winifreds 
Rhos-on-Sea, N. Wales 
® 01492 544128 

• 1 998 Colour brochure 
plus further details 
® 01695 573372 


Lowenna Manor 
Rock, Cornwall 
® 01706 355359 

The Pleasaunce 
Overstrand, Norfolk 
® 01263 579 212 

Coach Holidays 
To all the centres 
® 01772 728078 


Self catering bungalows in the grounds of Lowenna Manor and The Pleasaunce 

Ideal for Family and Church Holidays: Conferences: Mid-Week Breaks: 
School Parties: Activity Weeks: Special Interest Breaks: Alpha Groups etc. 

. Christian Endeavour Holiday Centres Ltd — A Registered Charity . 
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Holidays 

Join us for a 
Greek Easter 
April 14th-21$t 

Alone or with a partner in 
the historic town of 
Chanla, West Crete 

Feel welcome as a guest 
at this special time 

• Join In the preparations 

• Enjoy the processions 

• Absorb the atmosphere 
of the religious services 

• Beach front hotel 

• Like minded company 

• Local hospitality 

• Time for yourself 

• Friendly groups 

*Q.« iyf For 
mff*> **» brochure 

01978 361108 







MARLBOROUGH COLLEGE 

SUMMER 

SCHOOL 

July 12th - August 1st 1998 
HOLIDAY COURSES 
FOR ALL THE FAMILY 

Arts * Crafts * Architecture * History * Culture * Music * Literature * 
Theatre * Dance * Languages * Design * Outdoor and Country Pursuits * 
Natural History * Gardening * Sports * Fitness and Health * and many 

other special interests 

For adults of all ages and children of three years and older. 
Young people superbly J catered for. 

EVENING ENTERTAINMENTS 

Theatre, concerts, shows, dances, discos and live entertainments all 
included. Perfect atmosphere and surroundings. For further details: 

Marlborough College Summer School, 

Marlborough, Wilts, SN8 1PA 
Tel. (01672) 892388/9 Fax 892476 

Marlborough College is a registered charity (no 309486) 
incorporated by Royal Charter to provide education 


HIGHLANDS HOTEL 
JERSEY 1998 

SEND NOW F0RY0UR 

FREE VIDEO/BROCHURE 
INFORMATION PACK 

rkEn-suite all room ; %Guest Speaker ministry; 

%TV /Direct Dial Telephones (all room); 

Situated peninsula, unrivalled sea-views; 
discounts Snr. Citizens/Church groups. 

Children Free (up to 7 yrs). Special events. 




The authentic wildlife experience in the 
heart of southern Africa 



Tailormade packages to suit EVERYBODY 
from the Honeymoon couple to the 
traveller 



Guernsey 


The best in Christian hospitality - set in 
a superb position overlooking St. Peter 
Port & the islands of Herm & Sark 

Holidays - Retreats - Conferences 
Special group rates 
En-suite rooms 

FOR COLOUR BROCHURE - 

Tel: 01481 727793 

Les Cotils, St Peter Port, 
Guernsey. GY1 1UU 

Daily Devotions - Peaceful Holidays - 
Beautiful Surroundings 

Wonderful cliff walks , visits to the other 
islands and probably the best view 
in Europe ! 


Accommodation, on safari ranges from 
under canvas, to private luxury lodges, 
traditional warm African hospitality, 
professional staff and unforgettable wildlife. 

Sunset game, viewing cruises, morning and 
evening game drives, conducted in open 
vehicles. Relax by a campfire, listen to the 
sounds of the night, the splash of Hippo, 
the roar of Lions and cry of Jackal 

Come and encounter the ultimate holiday 
experience. 


The Safari 
KWRS Specialist 

Tel/ Fax: 01584 890540 

ATOL 4517 


CORNWALL 

PEACE PERFECT PEACE! 

Beautiful rural location between Looe & Polperro. Catherine Park 
is ideal tor the whole family - eight comfortable attractive 
bungalows set in 4 acres paddocks/ gardens, fabulous panoramic 
views, superb swimming pool. Open all year, pets welcome. Near 
evangelical fellowship. 

Tel/ Fax: 01503 272570 



[Peaceful Self Catering Cottage^! 
on 1 ,000 acre estate 

I Within easy reach of uncrowded I 
I beaches, castle country 
1 The only Whisky trail, and much more I 
NO TRAVEL PROBLEMS 

I Tel: Mrs C.E.E. Bates for brochure at | 
Forglen Estate on | 

01888 562918 Aberdeenshire 

(CUT OUT AND KEEP) 


Unspoilt 

- West Algarve - 

Parque Da Floresta Golf Course 

. Beautiful villa, private pool, large garden. 
Accommodates 2 to 8, 40% discount on green fees. 
Tennis, bowls and leisure centre. Conservation area, 
deserted beaches. 

FIGUEIRA 

Two and three bedroom cottages, small select 
development from £195 per week 
Heated pool, near beaches and Parque Da Floresta, 
discount on golf. Tennis, bowls and leisure centre. 
COLOUR BROCHURES Tel/ Fax: 01485 210342 
(24 hours) 


The Founding Principles 

Bell founding has altered little 
through the centuries and the 
principles of quality and 
craftsmanship are preserved at 
Taylors, the World's largest 
and most successful 
bellfoundry. 

For single bells, peals, chimes, 
carillons and handbells, new 
bells or the restoration of 
existing bells, ring the master 
craftsmen. 

( 01509 ) 212241 

Fax (01509) 263305 




The Bellfoundry, Freehold Street, 
Loughborough, Leics. LE11 1AR 
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Animal theology unravelled 

Are animals fellow beings in God’s creation, or tools 
for our use? In his new book. After Noah: Animals and 
the Liberation of Theology (Mowbray, £12.99, ISBN 0 264 
674502), Andrew Linzey delves deeper into his chosen 
field, this time with the added perspective of co- 
author, Rabbi Dan Cohn-Sherbok, Professor of 
Judaism at the University of Wales. 

Andrew Linzey shows that even by the 2nd century, it 
was the Jewish view that animals had been created to 
serve humankind. Christian theology developed 
along similar lines, and despite the Reformation, and 
the emergence of the first humanitarian and animal 
welfare movements, animals continued to be seen as 
inferior creatures. 

Andrew Linzey and Dan Cohn-Sherbok unravel the 
Jewish and Christian theologies which have brought 
us to our unhappy 20th century world of pet super- 
stores on the one hand, and the use of animals in 
spare-part surgery on the other: ‘The great irony is 
that the Jewish and Christian traditions which have 
in so many ways fostered exploitative and instrumen- 
talist attitudes to animals have always carried . . . the 
seeds of an entirely opposing perspective. . . For if 
animals are, like us, fellow creatures of the same 
God, we cannot logically claim our own value before 
the Creator without acknowledging the value of 
other creatures as well.’ 


A Singular Russian Saint 


Orthodox Christianity in 
Russia has beaten out a 
singular path which con- 
tinues to intrigue those 
of us who have followed 
a different tradition. In 
just over 230 pages, 
Donald Nicholl’s 
Triumphs of the Spirit in 
Russia (DLT, £9.95 ISBN 0 
232 521913) opens up the 
spiritual riches of a cul- 
ture already familiar 
through the works of 
Russia’s great writers 
such as Tolstoy and 
Dostoevsky. The latter in 
fact is one of the subjects 
of this book along with 
the delightful 19th cen- 
tury Saint Seraphim who 
spent 1,000 days alone in 
prayer in a forest and 
thereafter addressed 
everyone as ‘My Joy’; and 
the scientist Florensky 
and the ‘Holy folk,’ the 
people of Russia them- 
selves. 

‘Instead of offering an 
abstract, . systematic 


account of Russian 
Orthodox spirituality, 
Donald sets before us 
- with striking vividness 
and originality - the spe- 
cific testimony of 
particular persons (and) 
the witness they have 
given through their life,’ 
says Bishop Kallistos of 
Diokleia in his foreword 
to the book. 

Donald Nicholl taught 
at Keele, California and 
Tantur near Jerusalem. 
He was well-known not 
only for his writing on 
spirituality, but as an 
active worker in the 
fields of justice and 
peace. Another book, The 
Beatitude of Truth (DLT, 
£6.95 ISBN 0 232 522162) 
a collection of his writ- 
ings spanning 45 years, 
demonstrates the 
breadth of his scholar- 
ship and his 
understanding and love, 
especially of persecuted 
people. He died in 1997.- 


SAD NEWS, GLAD NEWS 



Really alive?* ‘That’s what the angels said.* ‘Really 
alive?* ‘Yes, they saw him!* ‘Really alive?’ ‘Yes, they 
touched him!* 

Sad News, Glad News (by Lois Rock with drawings 
by Louise Rawlings, Lion, £5.99 ISBN 0 7459 37330) 
is a richly coloured book with engaging text that 
cannot fail to teach children something of the 
wonder of Easter. Also in the series : Safe This Night, 
Bright Star Night and All Year Long. 

Going solo? Planning for 
an introspective holiday 

Going on retreat is now a ‘major holiday option* 
according to Stafford Whiteaker, author of The Good 
Retreat Guide (Rider Books, £12.99, ISBN 07126 71277). 
Apparently, the past decade has seen the biggest 
growth of people ‘seeking the sacred’ since the pil- 
grimages of the Middle Ages. ‘The quest for the 
sacred for most people is inspired by the simple need 
to connect their lives to something larger,’ says 
Stafford Whiteaker in his introduction. 

The Good Retreat Guide includes a fascinating spec- 
trum of over 400 retreats in Britain, Ireland, France 
and Spain. Each entry has enough information to 
give a pretty clear idea of what each centre offers. 
Weekend stays are the norm and the average charge 
is around £37 a day, but many centres ask only what 
you can afford. Although most of the retreats are 
Christian, the Guide also includes information on 
Buddhist, Hindu and ‘Mind-Body-Spirit’ centres, so it 
is no surprise to discover that although the tradition- 
al monastic routine of prayer, silent meals and walks 
in the country is widely available, there are also 
dance retreats, gardening and painting retreats, gay 
and lesbian retreats and mother and baby retreats. 

This book is a gateway to a tantalising other world 
and suggests a very cheap holiday option for those 
who enjoy their own company! 


Essential Christian classic 

To mark the centenary of the birth of CS Lewis this 
year, HarperCollins is re-issuing all of his religious 
titles, including Mere Christianity (£7.99 ISBN 0 00 
62544). Canon Geoffrey Shaw explains why this 
book is a Christian classic 

It is, on the face of it, surprising that what began as 
a series of 15-minute radio talks during the years of a 
war which ended half a century ago, should now be 
regarded as a Christian classic. Having heard them in 
their original form and then reading them as they 
appeared in print, and now re-reading them in the 
recently published special centenary edition, the fol- 
lowing reasons spring to mind. 

First, Lewis has established his place as one of the 
English literary giants of the century. Before Mere 
Christianity he had already produced two outstanding 
works, the Problem of Pain and Screwtape Letters. But it 
was The Chronicles of Narnia which made him a house- 
hold name and led a wide reading public to bracket 
him with JRR Tolkien. 

Secondly, the talks reflect the journey of a brilliant 
mind from unbelief to faith, a journey later moni- 
tored in Surprised by Joy but here used powerfully to 
earth ruthless logic in personal experience. 

Thirdly, we are given in small, fascinating, readable 
chunks what Christianity is all about, from the argu- 
ments for God’s existence, to a matter of fact 
discussion about Christian morality and ending with 
the nature of God with the tantalising title ‘Beyond 
Personality*. All this is done without a denomina- 
tional or party axe to grind. The result is not a 
diluted, tasteless form of the faith but Christianity 
set out in a traditional, authentic, Biblical survey. He 
holds firm to the transcendence or otherness of God, 
the uniqueness of Jesus Christ, the fallenness of 
humanity, the wonder of God’s rescuing activity and 
the reality of Heaven and Hell. He readily acknowl- 
edges difficulties in accepting aspects of Christian 
truth, but feels that they point to reality rather than 
human intervention. 

Fourthly, the style is homely, conversational, easy to 
follow and grasp. The book is devoid of religious jar- 
gon and the illustrations are still pertinent and 
relevant. 

Fifthly, it is powerfully persuasive and, therefore, 
evangelistic but with no attempt at indoctrination. 
You are left in no doubt about the sovereignty of 
God, but Lewis maintains that in the last resort God 
will respect your independence and its consequences 
even if that independence is an illusion. 

Canon Geoffrey Shaw was Principal ofWycliffe Hall from 1979 to 
1988 before retiring to Kingham in west Oxfordshire. 

Michael Ramsey - A Life 

Owen Chadwick’s biography of Archbishop Michael 
Ramsey, first published in 1990, is now available in 
paperback price £14.95 (SCM Press Ltd, ISBN 0 334 
027365). Written with the reluctant consent of 
Ramsey himself, it charts his progress from birth 
in Cambridge to death in Oxford in 1988. 



2 Butcher Row 
LONDON 
E14 8DS 

^ ^ Tel: 0171 790 3540 

Fax: 0171 702 7603 

Our gracious 18th century house and 
gardens offer you splendid facilities for 
retreats and conferences. 

Individuals and groups are welcome, and as 
we are only a two-minute walk from 
Limehouse Station on the Docklands Light 
Railway you have immediate access to 
central London. 

For details, please send a stamped addressed 
envelope to: 

The Bookings Secretary 


The life and thought of 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

A summer course for leisure, post ordination 
or in-service training or as a BA 3rd Level or 
MA Module to be held at 

Luther King House 
Manchester 
July 5-10, 1998 

For further information contact: 

The Administrator, Bonhoeffer Course, 
Luther King House, Brighton Grove, 
Rusholme, Manchester Ml 4 5JP 
or phone 0161 225 4372 


FOLLOWING TH6 C POSS 

The Way of Piscipleship 

Verna Holyhead * 9 * 

This book provides a biblically based way of meditating on the Passion through the 
Stations of the Cross. For each station there is a short reading from scripture, a reflec- 
tion around the words of scripture, time for personal reflection, and questions which 
powerfully relate the gospel to everyday life. 


I TO ADVERTISE 
TELEPHONE 
01865 244888 


1 Cherrytree Books 1 


Viewpoints series: 

Helps young readers to see their 
own shortcomings and forgive 
other people theirs. 

Good and Bad serlex, 

'Moral issues and dilemmas are 


Junior Education 

Feeling* series: 

'Highly recommended/ 

European Christian 
Bookstore Journal 

Fora 1998 Chwrytm Catalogue 
pleaaa write to: 

Christine Graham, Cherrytree Books, 
Windsor Bridge Road, Bath BA2 3AX 
Fax: 01225 310771 


ry^\ Marriage Preparation ry^. 


A new wa'f of doing the Stations of the Cross 
Ideal for parish groups, house groups, individual Christians, 
clergy, readers, ¥CCs 

ISBN 0-851 91 -280-X, 24 Pages, PB, 

Tust £3.5 O 

Tufton Books 

Faith House, 7 Tufton Street 
London SW1P 3QN 
Tej 0171 222 6952 Fax 0171976 7180 

Tufton Books is the publishing imprint of the Church Union Regd Charity No 243S3S 



& Enrichment 


For information about 
training workshops in London or locally for 
practitioners wanting to use the research 
based Prepare/Enrich 
psychometricinventories, or details for 
couples wishing to contact a local 
practitioner. 

Phone free 0500-900-099 


T&T CLARKPublishers 

Just Published: THE THEOLOGY OF PAUL THE APOSTLE 

JAMES D.G. DUNN 

A major new study of Paul. "Surely this is James Dunn's best book so far. His magisterial, lucid exposition of Paul's 
thought will be welcomed warmly by scholars, teachers and students alike. This is a work of outstanding scholar- 
ship. There is no comparable book in English." Graham Stanton 0 567 08598 8 HB 768pp £29.95 

59 George St • Edinburgh . EH2 2LQ Tel: 0131 225 4703 Fax: 0131 220 4260 


St Andrew's Bookshops 

Across the Diocese 


Would you like to join our Mailing List, for regular 
information on new Books, special offers, and events? 
Please fill in the details below, and send it to:- 
St Andrews Bookshops, 1 Castle Court, 
MAIDENHEAD. SL6 6DD. 


Branches at: . 

Great Missenden Tel: 01494 862168 
Maidenhead Tel: 01628 621985 
Wolverton Tel: 01908 221331 
St Clements, & 

St Ebbes, Oxford Tel: 01865 247567 
Reading Tel: 0118 9576078 

Witney Tel: 01993 709429 

Wokingham Tel: 0118 9776715 


Title: * Initials: 

Name: 

Address: 


Town: County: 

Postcode: Telephone: 

Minister □ Pastor □ please tick 



a 
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GOLDEN CHARTER 

'63 Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 


The caring approach to a sensitive subject 


t 


ALAN G. WRIGHT & CO LTD 
Monumental 
Masons 

Sherborne House, Shaw Hill 
Newbury RG14 2EQ 

Telephone: (01635) 40480 

for a free brochure and advice 


1 


HOWARD CHADWICK 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

A caring family-owned and managed 
Funeral Directors 
Private Chapel of Rest 
24 hour personal attention 
Monumental Stone Masons 
Clockhouse Cottage Benson Lane 
Crowmarsh, Wallingford 
Telephone 01491 825222 



SAWYER FUNERAL 
SERVICE 

32 WEST STREET, MARLOW 

Telephone: 

Marlow 483331 

Private Chapels of Rest 
A Family Business Rolls-Royce Fleet 


dttrrnniB H rut firm 
Jtfunmtl Str^rlora 

108 Oxford Street 
Woodstock 

Oxfordshire 0X20 1TX 
Telephone: 01993 811491 


EMMAUS 

BIBLE SCHOOL U.K. 



years distributing correspondence courses. 

For Group and Individual study. Our wide experience 
has stood the test of time. Courses suitable for all ages. 
Send for further details today and start on 
the Emmaus Road. 


Carlctt Boulevard, Eastham, Wirral Mersevside L62 8BZ 
Tel. 0151 327 1172 Fax. 0151 327 1592 





S&R CHILD S 

FUNERAL SERVICES 

Pharmacy House, 69 London road, Headington, Oxford 
Telephone: 01865 427272 

A LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY BUSINESS 

,with a wealth of experience, offering a caring, sensitive, 
full professional 24 hour service 

GOLDEN 
CHARTER 

Client car parking Pre-paid Funeral Plans 




EDWARD CARTER 

JL Funeral Directors 

/^b0M«IMINT ^ hguf serv/c<1 

VJIfOMMSBON 

DEDICATED 
CHAPEL OF REST 
A private, family business, upholding the tradi- 
tional values of dignity and respect 
Pre-paid funeral plan 
107 South Avenue, Abingdon 
0X14 IQS 

(01235) 528293/520958 


How planning your funeral brings 
peace of mind. 

COMFORT, reassurance, freedom from 
worry and stress - these are benefits men- 
tioned by almost everyone with a Golden 
Charter funeral plan. They’re ordinary 
folk, just like you, perhaps, who have 
given some thought to the future. 

More than 200,000 people in Great 
Britain have planned their funerals. Many, 
through losing loved ones, have known the 
grief of bereavement - and the distress of 
selecting the funeral arrangements, as well 
as the financial anxiety. Sometimes they 
worry about how their sons, daughters or 
even grandchildren will cope at the time of 
their own funeral. Consideration for others 


is the most common reason for buying a 
Golden Charter plan. Peace of mind is the 
most common benefit. For with Golden 
Charter you know that your loved ones 
will be spared much of the burden of 
bereavement. You’ll have specified every 
detail of the funeral in advance, selected 
the funeral director and taken care of the 
costs. 




Est Before 1879 

TOMALIN & SON 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Your local Henley Independent Funeral Service 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames 

OLD£. 


1 


GOLDEN CHARTER 


Pre-paid Funeral Plans 


Telephone: (01491) - 573370 



GEOFFREY 
CHURCH & CO 

YOUR TADLEY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
for a personal and dignified service at all limes 
Tel: Tadley 0118 981 4420 
(24hr service) or 
Tel: Thatcham (01635) 868444 
FUNERALS FURNISHED TO OR FROM ANY DISTANCE 
PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 
ALL TYPES OF MEMORIALS SUPPLIED AND FIXED 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PUNS 
48 Bishopswood Road, Tadley, Hants 

Churchgate, The Broadway, 

Thatcham, Berks. ‘ 


Counselling Courses 

Tutor supported distance learning with 
audio and video learning aids 

Counselling Skills 

6 month certificate courses 
1 year diploma courses 
2 year diploma course (DipCPC) 

(University accredited 
with CATS points) 

Theory, Stress and Psychology 
certificate courses 

Study counselling at work or at home 
with expert tuition at a pace to suit yourself. 


Training Videos & Audio Tapes 
Counselling Text Books 
Catalogue Available on request 


Call for your Free Prospectus: 

0141 204 2230 

Institute of Counselling, Freepost D08D1 
Glasgow G1 4BR no stamp required 



Why choose an Independent 
Family Funeral Director? 


Your locally owned funeral director 
is part of the community. 


£ SAlFCharter 0298 


o9 LO % 

v 


SAIF 



IN THESE times of acquisitions 
and take-overs it’s hard to keep track 
of exactly who you are dealing with. 

So even though large concerns have 

• 

taken over many local businesses it’s 
reassuring to know there are still family 
owned, independent funeral directors 
dedicated to serving the needs of the 
community. Firms who believe service 
and compassion come first. They know 
that by serving you well today, they will 
be here to serve you tomorrow. 

To BK CERTAIN YOU ARK TALKING TO AIN 
INDEPENDENT, FAMILY OWNED AINI) MANAGED 
BUSINESS LOOK FOR THESE LOGOS. 


A guarantee that defies inflation 

No matter how much funeral costs may 
rise in the future, neither you nor your 
loved ones will ever be asked for a penny 
more. Once you have paid for your Golden 
Charter plan, that’s it. There are no mem- 
bership changes, no hidden extras or loose 
ends. In recent years funeral expenses have 
outstripped inflation, mainly because of 
rising cemetery and crematorium costs and 
fees to doctors and clergy. With Golden 
Charter you can fully cover these charges 
in advance, so there is nothing to pay at the 
time of need. Your plan is complete. 
Financial Security 

You can be sure your money will always 
be secure. Your payment goes directly to 
the Golden Charter Trust, which holds the 
money for your funeral on behalf of partic- 
ipating funeral directors. This is why the 
funeral director is able to provide a legally 
binding contract, which guarantees that 
your funeral arrangements will be carried 
out exactly as you wish when required at 
no further cost. 

The Trust Fund is a separate legal entity 
from Golden Charter. 

In the unlikely event of something unto- 
ward affecting the company, the Fund 
would still continue indefinitely, until 
every plan had been carried out and pay- 
ment made to the funeral director. 


MICHAEL HARRIS 


MONUMENTAL MASONS 

• QUALITY MEMORIALS SUPPLIED AND ERECTED 
• HAND CARVED LETTERING A SPECIALITY 
• EXISTING MEMORIALS RENOVATED 
• PERSONAL DESIGN SERVICE 

GRANITE - MARBLE - STONE 
HAND CRAFTED QUALITY WORK 


Abingdon 01235 520617 Fax: 530739 
Fvcninus 01235 84X335 
161 A Ock Sued. Ahineilon. Oxon OXI4 5D1. 


TARA 

Classic Cars 


BOOKINGS STILL TAKEN FOR 1998 


We are the only Catholic Carriage masters in this area serving 
the funeral profession. 

Although small, we are known as the premier turn out. 

All Daimler matching limousines. Chauffeur driven. 

Established 1959 

2 The Croft, Harwell, Didcot, Oxon OX11 0ED 

Proprietors: Pat and Annie Furlong 


(01235) 834151 


^ For Funerals, Weddings^ and other occasions^ ^ 
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GOLDEN CHARTER 

!§ yPre-Paid Funeral Plans 


The caking approach to a sensitive subject 


The Caring Approach 
to a Sensitive Subject 

Like everything else, the cost of a funeral increases 
year after year. Due to the diminishing availability 
of burial space and the need by crematoria to meet 
stringent new EC regulations, combined with 
increased fees for doctors and clergy, funeral costs 
have increased ahead of inflation. 

The average price of a simple funeral in the UK is 
now • £1,657 for burial and £1,101 for cremation. 
During the two year period 1996-98 the average 
cost rose by 7.5% for cremation and 8.8% for burial 
whereas the Retail Price Index only rose by 6.2% 
over the same period. 



So it is not surprising that over 250,000 people in 
the UK have now planned and paid for their funerals 
in advance. 

By doing so they have demonstrated their 
thoughtfulness and care for their family and friends 
by removing not only the burden of funeral costs but 
also easing the stress of making the arrangements. 
Many of them did so through Golden Charter, a 
British company, and Britain's largest funeral 
planning network. Around 2,000 locally owned and 
run independent funeral directors throughout the 
UK now choose to recommend Golden Charter to 
their clients. 

Why? Because Golden Charter is the only plan that 
allows the client to cover all the costs related to the 
funeral. This means that the funeral director can 
guarantee the family will never be asked to pay 
more money for the arrangements the client has 
selected unless the plan details are changed. 

This is not the case with some plans on the market 
so be sure to check exactly what is covered if you 


are shopping around. 

Also make sure that you can select and use the local 
funeral director of your choice. Some plans restrict 
your choice by nominating a firm owned by the 
plan's parent company. 

You can personalise any of Golden Charter's four 
plans to suit your own requirements through their 
unique Select Reserve option. 

It is important to distinguish between a pre-paid 
funeral plan and the funeral expenses policies 
offered by insurance companies. Such policies do 
not guarantee to fully cover the costs of the funeral 
and if you are in reasonable health the sum paid out 
to the family could easily be less than the amount 
you have paid in premiums. 

Golden Charter even ensure that the thoughtfulness 
you show in purchasing a plan is remembered for 
many years to come. Through an exclusive 
arrangement with the Woodland Trust a tree is 
planted on your behalf in one of the Trust's own 
woodland sites. A living legacy for future 
generations to enjoy. 

Golden Charter are the only plans recommended by 
the Society of Allied and Independent Funeral 
Directors (SAIF). 

For more details see our advertisement on this page 
of freephone 0800 833800. 


SURMAN & HORWOOD 
FUNERAL SERVICE 
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
24 HOUR SERVICE 
MONUMENTAL STONEMASONS 

Incorporating The Funeral Department 
of Hobbs & Castle of Wellington 
PRIVATE FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
The Green Crowell 25 High Street 

Chinnor Princes Ris borough 

(01844) 351323 . (01844) 274842 

All numbers offer a 24 hour emergency service 


cruse 


- bereav; 


Oxford Cruse offers all bereaved persons 
free support, a listening ear, counselling 
and social activities with separate 
programmes for Witney and Abingdon. 

Telephone, write or call in 
Wesley Memorial Hall, 

New Inn Hall Street, Oxford 
Tel: 245398 

Office Mon - Fri 10am - 2pm 
Saturday 10am - 12pm 


FUNERAL SERVICES 

& 

Chapel Lodge, 21 Corbett Road, Carterton, Oxon 

01993 842421 
.Also (01993) 702123, 


K. Y. GREEN 

Funeral Directors 

29 Cambridge Street, Aylesbury 
Aylesbury (01296) 82041 

24 HOUR SERVICE 
Golden Charier Funeral P re -payment Plan ^ 
J|||S; Established 200 years 

Still a Real Family Business 
Private Chapel of Rest at Marsh Road, Little Kimble 


Abbey View Mineral Home 

At B.V. Masonry 

Memorials and Stonecraft made to your personal choice 
by the Stonemason 




V 


Private Chapel 
of Repose 

Funeral Arrai 


Shothanger Barn, Kingsclere Road (A339) Basingstoke 
And 

31 Chapel Street, Thatcham, Berkshire 

24 HOUR SERVICE We are only a telephone 

01256 851231 call away for advice 

01635 860866 

r own home or at the above addresses Golden Charter 
t your needs, all under the supervision of David Humble. 


uneral Arrangements made in the privacy of your c 
pre-paid and instalment plans available to suit you 




Y~ S. 1L. Hancock 

I Funeral Directors 

/ /i nrviiT nmnn/iA Cnrv-nli r 


24 hour compassionate service - Family business 
'Our family serving your family' 

Private Chapel of Rest 

Telephone: 01869 340456 or 01993 812500 


less | 



S&R Childs 

Funeral Services 

“Walters” 

52-60 Lower Broadway 
Didcot 
OX1 1 8AE 

Telephone 01235 21 1611 

We are the only independent family 
owned funeral directors in Didcot 
who are members of the Society of 
Allied & Independent Funeral 
Directors 

Golden Charter Funeral Plans and 
Monumental Masonry 


oMV. 




J. 

*Vc -feiA WraL P|8«a 


BEREAVEMENT COUNSELLING 

Confidential treatment for emotional and psychological 
problems associated with bereavement. 

Contact Dr Chris Saunders 

Ph.D., Comb, Cert, Couns, C.S.C.T; 

Telephone: 01865 762911 

for confidential help and advice 


Sole 

Funeral Service 

Personal Service from a Qualified Funeral 
Director. Memorials designed and supplied 
to any area from our brochure. 

Bidstone Close, Over Norton, Chipping Norton, 
Oxon 0X7 5PP 

Tel: 01608 6441 1 2 • any hour 


GOLDEN 

CHARTER 




SERVING THE 

COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER 75 YEARS 

CAMP HOPSON 

INCORPORATING ARTHUR CHI VERS 

Independent Family 
Funeral Directors 

TELEPHONE 

(01635) 522210 (24 hours) 

90 WEST STREET, NEWBURY, 
BERKSHIRE RG14 1HA 


A.RW\UCER 

A Son Limited 

Family Funeral Directors 

Eldon House, 36 Eldon Road, Reading 
Tel: (01189) 573650 

Ellen Lodge, 157 Binfield Road, Bracknell 
Tel: 01344 303707 

Blyth House, 158 Reading Road, Henley 
Tel: 01491 413434 

24 HOUR ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE - 
GOLDEN CHARTER 
PRE PAID FUNERAL PLANS 


GUARANTEED ACCEPTANCE • FIXED PRICE 
INDEPENDENT TRl ST FI ND • PEACE OF MIND 


For a further brochure and price details contact: David Walker 


ARNOLD FUNERAL 
SERVICES 


Caring family business 
PREPAYMENT FUNERAL PLAN 
AVAILABLE 

891 London Road, High Wycombe 

(01494) 472572 

38 Oak End Way, Gerrards Cross 

(01753) 891892 


24 HOUR SERVICE 





GOLDEN CHARTER 

^ Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 


The only plan recommended 
by your local SAIF 
Independent Funeral Director 


The caring approach to- a sensitive subject 


There comes a time when it’s natural 
to consider your own funeral... to think 
about loved ones and what to leave them. 

Not the burden of funeral costs, 
obviously. Or the ordeal of deciding on 
the arrangements. 

Golden Charter funeral plans give you 
total peace of mind. Here’s why they are 
recommended by over 1800 local 
independent funeral directors - companies 
that care deeply about their clients. 

• A Golden Charter plan enables you to 
cover every possible cost in advance. 
Therefore the funeral director can 
guarantee that he or she will not have to 
ask bereaved relatives for extra payment 
at the time of need. Other funeral plans 
do not necessarily meet all expenses. 

Please send me your Golden Charter brochure with prices. 

Mr/Mrs/Ms Initial: 


• Golden Charter gives you freedom to 
choose your funeral director. 

• With Golden Charter you may 
personalise your plan any way you wish. 

No other funeral plan has such a 
combination of benefits for you and your 
loved ones. 

If you’d like to know more, telephone 
any of the Golden Charter funeral 
directors advertising on this page or 
complete and send the coupon to them. 
Alternatively, you may send it to: 

Golden Charter, 

Freepost, 

London NW1 0YP 

or call us free of charge on 

0800 833 800 


•£< 


Surname: 


Address: 


Postcode: 


Tel no: 
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Ring out with joy 

In part two of our new series on jobs in the church, Simon Smith takes a peek up the bell tower 


Wfrat fhetJ Jo Jl u r r r ch ? • , 

mi 


6 PS : 

n 

I Bellringers ring {±&%i r 



Patriotic Cia* j. 





, But :t’s actually <avs?r*/ 
5k;//fu/ job... 

O $2P5 churches in Extend 
have a set bells. 

-Theg are rung before the 
Start op services to c an folk 
to church, and to celebrate 
weddings and other Special 
occasions. 

\n olden times theg were 
rung to toarn pe°l°te wwaoknej 
forces (l^ e t^e ViK'gs, ^ eW>le ) 

4r¥ usec ^ ke 3 

^ 'rather rowdy drunken hunch, 
lout these days they are much 
more dedicated and well- 
behaved. The v.car appoints a 
‘ t°wer cfiptain’t® keej»them 
organized dnd under control. 



. nnet>^ — 

arc called ‘Coupes’ 7Acc, 
helpto Spread -the sound <=*- 
the bells. 

The bells are stucK 

or£o b*0 uibcels. The 

toheels on a b;£ frame 

in a Circle. 

Ropes are attached to tv*. 

GoKee/s.T^e ropes godot*>n 
tHrou^h holes in the floor... 

All the machinery for the chufth 
clock, goes in this bit of fy>e 
focoer 

r h ;s room is c»lU ^‘Ringing 
ckamber’ TAe Bellringers stand 
,n a C ifcle and pul' htew r «=>P € 10 
r.^ 0 ) each bell Jr -the order 

shouted out bu, (k Mc ta df' / \ 

5ma VI adults and children Ste*x/ 
Or, twees. The nice (G rr^ bit or, 
the rope •* called a’ Valter 

Who r.nfl 5 the bells 
your church? F;nd oui 
who the lower captain 

Maybe you could be a BeJ/r.oger 
* too / 


EASTER COOKING 

Have a break this Easter from making 
cards and pictures and try these two 
seasonal recipes, and while you are 
making the buns use the time to retell 
the story of Easter. 

Hot Cross Buns 

You will need: 150ml/5floz milk; 1 egg; 
500g / lib strong plain flour plus 50g/2oz 
plain flour for pastry crosses; 1 tsp. salt; 
50g/2oz butter, diced; 2 sachets easy-mix 
dried yeast; 50g/2oz caster sugar; l/2tsp 
ground cinnamon; l/4tsp ground nutmeg; 
ltsp mixed spice; 175g/6oz currants (see 
story); 50/2oz granulated sugar (for glaze). 
Method: Warm the milk with 4tbs water, 
remove from heat and beat in the egg 
fr Sift the flour and salt into a bowl and rub 


in the butter 

} Add sugar, spice, fruit, yeast and stir well 
* Pour in the milk and mix to soft dough 
Turn onto a floured surface and knead 
for 10 minutes 

Place in an oiled bowl, cover with cling 
film and leave in a warm place until the 
dough has doubled in size 
} Turn out, knead and divide into 12 balls, 
place on baking sheet and leave to rise 
again 

Heat oven to 220C/425F/Gas 7 
Make crosses by adding water to flour to 
make a soft dough 

t- Roll into strips, brush underside with 
water and place two strips on top of each 
bun to form a cross. • Bake for 20 minutes 
For glaze, dissolve sugar in water and 
brush over warm buns. 

Hot cross buns are traditionally eaten on 
Good Friday and can remind us of the dif- 
ferent elements of the Easter story. The 


cross on the bun is a symbol of Jesus’ death. 
The spices remind us of the spices Jesus’ 
friends took to the grave to make his body 
smell sweet.The yeast which causes the 
buns to rise is a pointer to Easter Day when 
we celebrate that Jesus rose from the dead. 
Traditional hot cross buns contained just 
five currants one for each wound Jesus suf- 
fered on the cross. (If children are kneading 
their own buns they could push in the five 
currants at this stage). 

See also Hot Cross Bun service on page 3. 

Resurrection Buns 

These buns represent Jesus’ empty tomb on 
Easter morning. 

You will need: White (frozen) bread dough; 
butter; 24 marshmallows; 1 cup sugar; 2tsp 
cinnamon. 

Method: Once frozen dough has thawed - 
} Melt some butter. 

} In a separate bowl, mix the sugar and 


GOING FOR GOLD 

Have you received your copy of 
the 1998 Children’s Gift Day 
Project Pack Going for Gold? 

Plans are well under way for the 
action-packed fun at the 1998 
Gift Days, so come and joint us 
on the day of your choice. 

Oxfordshire 
Saturday May 16 
St Augustine’s School 
Oxford 

Berkshire 
Saturday May 30 
Theale Green School 
Theale, Reading 

Buckinghamshire 
Saturday June 6 
Waddesdon C of E School 
Waddesdon 

Activities will include: 
‘Have-a-go’ Sporting Activities * 
Aerobics * Craft Workshops * 
Games * Singing * Watch players 
from the Guttman Centre 
demonstrate wheelchair sports. 

For further information please 
contact Jenny Hyson: Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Botley, Oxford, 0X2 ONB or 
Telephone 01865 208255. 


cinnamon together. 

Divide dough into 24 balls. 

Roll each ball out flat. 

Wrap each flattened ball around a marsh- 
mallow, sealing all openings. 

Dip the ball in melted butter, then in the 
sugar and cinnamon mixture. 

Place in a large, greased baking pan. 

Cover and leave to rise until double in 
size (about 35 minutes) 

Bake at 375F for 18 to 20 minutes. 

When the buns are cooked the children 
will be surprised to discover that on cutting 
the bun in half the centre of the bun is 
empty (the marshmallow has melted!) Talk 
about how surprised the women and the 
disciples would have been when they went 
to the tomb and found it empty! 

Jenny Hyson 
Diocesan Children’s Adviser 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 
Fiction, Non-Fiction, Biography, Religious, 
Poetry, Children’s 

AUTHORS WORLD-WIDE INVITED 
WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 
MINERVA PRESS 
2 Old Brompton Road London SW7 3DQ 





STOLES 

and all embroidered 
vestments and furnishings including 
Altar Frontals, Lectern Falls and 
Banners 

made to commission. 
Embroidery repairs undertaken 
Plain and embroidered altar linen 


Embroidery for 
worship, ceremony 
and celebration 

Please contact: 

Christine Donaldson 
OPUS 

75 Ovem Avenue 
Buckingham 
MK18 1LU 
Tel: 01280 823132 


Counselling, 
Spiritual Direction 
and 

Pastoral 

Supervision 

by theology and 
therapy graduate. 
South-west London 
and Oxford. 

Call Michael Sean 
Paterson on 0181 
789 7893 


% 
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NEW RELEASES 


'* 


For MACINTOSH 2.52 
CD ROM with NIV, NKIV, 
NRSV and NASB £60 

Standard with non-copyright 
material £30 

For PC 

Windows CD ROM Version 7 
Standard £30 

with cither NIV or NASB £40 
with both £50 

State whether Windows or 
Windows 95 


For further information contact: 

Online Bible Foundation, 

12 Rirkficld Place, 

Carluke 
ML8 4PZ 

Tel. (01555) 752943 

email )00674227U|^icofnptnrrvcxom 

Registered Charily No Sf.D2.T693 
Online Bible Foundation exists to 
provide the word of God in computer 


0-CoCida ys 
Soutfizoest 

Luxury self catering holiday homes 
to let in Dartmounh and the 
Southwest from £1 10 per week. 
Do you have a holiday home in the 
Southwest? 

Do you want to receive an income from 
letting it without the worries of advertising 
or producing brochures etc? 

Do you find il difficult to gel regular 
cleaning or maintenance? 

We con offer you a complete package 
tailored to suit your needs, hut still leaving 
you the freedom to use the property for 
your own use as frequently as you wish. 
Full details of this or our Holiday Homes 
phone or fax us on 

01458 832363 


'Prayer ‘Book^Society 

OXFORD DIOCESAN BRANCH 

THE ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING OF THE BRANCH 

will take place on 

Saturday 9th May, at Radley College 
at 2.00 p.m. 

Following the business meeting members will be 
addressed by Margot Thompson 
(former Secretary of the Prayer Book Society). 

Choral Evenson will follow at approximately 
4.30 p.m. in the College Chapel with the choir of 
Radley Parish Church. 


Publish Your Book 


Pen Press 

Church House (Dept DOX) 
Portland Avenue 
London N16 6HJ 

Tel. No. 0171 607 0517 
Fax No. 0171 607 9099 
www.interreach.com/penpress 

Complete Service Under One Umbrella 



■■THAME CRAFT SHOWl 

SPO RTS & ARTS CENTRE, OXFORD RD, THAME I 



Completely filling The Sports & Arts Centre with hundreds of beautiful Craft 
Ideas from some of the finest Craftsmen, Artists & Designers in the Country, 
unique skills blend superbly with specialist demonstrations & prices only 
the Craftsmen could offer. 1 Adults Cl .20 OAPs 80p Child SOp | 


One of Oxfordshire's Finest Indoor Craft Shows From: Living Heritage Craft Shows (01283) 820548 



Mailing Assistants required 

by expanding publishing company. 

No experience required, hours to suit, local work. 

For more detailed job description and application 
form, please apply in writing to: 

Progress Publications 
Forum House, 235 Regents Park Road, 
London N3 3LF 


FUND RAISING? 

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING NEW? 
SPRING FLOWERBULBS FOB RESALE 

Quality Daffodils, Tulips, Hyacinths, Crocus and many others. 
Give lasting pleasure and make good profits. 

Send for details: 

B & E R Chappell (TD) 

Fengate Road, West Pinchbeck 
Spalding, Lines OE11 3NE 
Tel: (01775) 640381 


/ WANTED - \ 

THEOLOGICAL BOOKS 

Antiquarian and secondhand. 
Church History, 

Bible Commentaries, 
Biography etc. 

Libraries and smaller lots. 

Top prices paid for quality material 
Will collect or pay postage anywhere 


Contact John Gowan, 

Telephone 01365 341239 
Fax: 01365 341844 
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Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford. 
Sunday Services: 8am Holy 

Communion, 10am Matins and 
Sermon, 11.15am Sung Eucharist, 
6pm Evensong. Weekdays: 7.15am 
Matins, 7.35am Holy Communion, 
6pm Evensong (Thursdays or Major 
Feast Days 5.35pm Said Evensong 
and 6pm Sung Eucharist). 


APRIL 

Thu 2 OXFORD Maimonides: 
Perplexed by the Guide. Rabbi 
Norman Solomon. 8pm at Oxford 
Centre for Jewish and Hebrew 
Studies, 45 St Giles 01865 553917. 
Thu 2 OXFORD Concert at St Mary 
Magdalen church £6/4. With St 
Mary’s International School from 
Tokyo. Details 0118 933 3252. 

Thu 2 READING Chrism Mass at Holy 
Trinity, 7.30pm with the Bishop of 
Ebbsfleet. 

Thu 2 READING Churchpeople’s lun- 
cheon club 1pm. St Laurence’s Hall, 
Abbey Square. £1.50. The work of 
the Samaritans. Detail's: Philip 
Wickens 0118 987 2878. 

Fri 3 WILLEN Prayer for Busy People 
at the Well 10am-4pm. £5. Take 
packed lunch. To book: Revd Paul 
Paynton,SPI-DIR, 01933 312674 or 
Maureen Bedford on 01604 870364. 
Also on Sat 4 at Central Methodist 
Church, KETTERING. 

Fri 3 OLNEY The Tippett Quartet 
present Mozart, Shostakovich & 
Ravel 8pm at SS Peter and Paul 
Church. Tickets £5/3. Contact 01234 
240543/713273. 

Fri 3 ADDERBURY Rock star Rick 
Wakeman with Paul Field at St 
Mary’s Church 7.30pm. Music and 
anecdotes. Tickets £8.50 from 01295 
266332 or 01295 812691. 

Sat 4 OXFORD Day school at Rewley 
House: Great Women in the History 
of Christianity with Dr Marie-Henry 
Keane. 9.30am-4.30pm. Details: 
01865 270360. 

Sat 4 DEDDINGTON Banbury Choral 
Society presents Bach’s Mass in B 
Minor 7.30pm at SS Peter & Paul 
Church. Tickets £6/ £5 from 
Ottakars, Banbury and on door. 

Sat 4 BIRMINGHAM Black 
Christianity and Cultural Dialogue. 
Day school. £10. Take lunch. Details: 
Marketing Dept, School of 
Continuing Studies, University of 
Birmingham, Edgbaston B15 2TT. 
Tel: 0121 414 3413. 

Sat 4 OXFORD Joyful and right - 
exploring the development of 
Christian hymnody With Revd Will 
Adam. 10am-12.30pm Church 
House. £3. To book: Revd Pat Freeth, 
Ramsden Vicarage, Mount Skippett, 
Chipping Norton OX7 3AP. 

Sun 5 BLOXHAM The 14 Stations of 
the Cross in Mime presented by the 
parishioners of the Benefice of St 
Mary’s, Bloxham, St Lawrence, 
Milcombe and St Peter ad vincula, 
South Newington at 7.30pm at St 
Mary’s.A dramatic piece originally 
from the Benedictine Abbeys of 
Northern Spain. Details: Bee Myson 
01295 720951. 

Mon 6 READING The Reading 
Chapter of Guild of Servants of the 


Holy Week at Christ the Cornerstone, Milton Keynes 
Palm Sunday 5 April 

9am & 10.30am Holy Communion 
6pm the Passion Retold 
Herald Theatre presents ‘Faces in the Crowd’. 
Worship including dramatic readings around the 
story of the first Holy Week. 

Tue 7 April 

7.30pm Final Lent Group Celebration 
Maundy Thursday 9 April 

8am Holy Communion 
8pm Communion of the Last Supper led by Canon 
David Goldie with the Cornerstone Choir. 

9-11 pm Gethsemane Vigil 
Good Friday 10 April 
12pm family Service led by the young people of the 
church with workshops from 10am. 
lpm The Way of the Cross led by Revd Daphne 
Williams in association with the Roman Catholic 
Deanery of Milton Keynes 

2pm Words and Music for Good Friday led by Revd 
David Moore with the Cornerstone Choir. 

7.30pm Music for Good Friday featuring Stainer’s 
Crucifixion and Leighton’s Crucifixion Pro Nobis 
directed by Adrian Boynton. 


University Church of St Mary the Virgin, Oxford 
P alm Sunday 

10.30am Blessing of the Palms, St Cross Church. 
Procession to St Mary’s for 11am Eucharist and dra- 
matic reading of the Passion. 

Easter Day 

11am Lighting of the Easter Candle, Exultet and 
Renewal of Baptismal Vows. 





Sanctuary. Stations of the Cross. 
8pm at St Matthews. Service w Revd 
David Jasper. 

Sat 7 OXFORD Campsfield House - 
an update arranged by the Black 
and White Christian Partnership at 
The Oxford Centre for Mission 
Studies, Woodstock Rd 2-4. 15pm. 
Details: 01865 725801. 

Tue 7 HIGHMOOR HALL Jesus, the 
Servant King - 
preparation for 
Easter focusing on 
Jesus washing his 
disciples’ feet. £14. 

To Book: Ann 

Persson, 

Highmoor Hall, 

Highmoor, Henley- 
on-Thames, RG9 
5DH. 

Wed 8 TILEHURST 

St Mary Magdalen 
Stainer: 

Crucifixon. 

Reading Concert 
Singers & church 
choirs 7.30pm. 

Details: 0118 942 
5290. 

Maundy Thursday 
9 OXFORD 

Eucharist and 
Blessing of the Oils 
11am Christ 
Church Cathedral. 

Good Friday Fri 10 
BRACKNELL St 
Michael’s Church, 

Easthampstead 
presents ‘To the 
Cross’ on Good 
Friday at 11.30am 
by the Water Clock 
in Charles Square. 

Includes the mov- 
ing stories of a 


Roman soldier, 
Judas, a poor woman 
and Mary Magdala. 
Fri 10 WHITLEY St 
Agnes, Stainer: 
Crucifixion. Reading 
Concert Singers 
7.30pm. Details: 0118 
9425290. 

Sun 12 BRACKNELL 

Churches Together Resurrection 
Run from St Andrew’s Church to St 
Paul’s shared church. Registration 
6.45am, worship 7am, breakfast 
7.45am. Adults £3. children £1.50. 
Mon 13 LUDGERSHALL Auction 12- 
3.30pm. Viewing 10-12. Details on 
entry form from P&C Wallington 
01844 237239 or C&PJee 01844 


238335. 

Sat 18 HARN- 
HILL Losing a 
child through 
abortion, still- 
birth, 

miscarriage or 
illness. Course 
led by Maria 
Shortiss, who 
is involved in 
bereavement 
counselling. 
Details: 
Harnhill 
Centre for 
Christian 
Healing 01285 
850283. 

Sat 18 

OXFORD 
Coffee morn- 
ing in aid of 
CMS at St 
Andrew’s 
Church Hall 
10.30am- 

12pm.Speaker Revd Joel Obetiya. 

Sat 18 LITTLE MISSENDEN Concert 
with Vox Ottone ensemble at the 
church 7.30pm. Tickets £10 & £7 
from Miss Hitchcock 01494 783500. 
Sun 19 CHILSON Two gardens open 

1- 6pm at Yew Tree and Pudlicote 
House. Cream Teas and plant stall 

2- 5pm. Details from St Mary’s 
Church or the Spendlove Centre. In 
aid of All Saints. Shorthampton. 

Wed 22 COOKHAM DEAN St John 
the Baptist celebrity organ recital by 
David Hill 8pm. Tickets £7 from 
David Colthup 01628 529861. 

Thu 23 CHARLTON-ON-OTMOOR 
Bicester and District Ladies Lunch 
12-2pm at St Mary’s House. High 


Street: Speaker Sr Frances Dominica 
‘Caring for Terminally 111 Children 
and their Families.’ Details Ann 
Chapman 01869 247813. 

Fri 24 FINGEST (Hambleden Valley 
nr Henley) Healing Service with lay- 
ing on of hands and anointing at 
Holy Communion 10.15am. Details 
01491 638240. 

Fri 24 & Sat 25 BLOXHAM Nigel 
Yeadon presents a dramatic recital 
of St Mark’s gospel at St Mary’s 
Church 7.30pm. Tickets in advance 
from Virginia House, High St. 

Fri 24 ADDERBURY Konevets Choral 
Quartet sing Russian sacred and sec- 
ular music in St Mary’s church 
7.45pm. Tickets £7 from 01295 
730470 /01295 670277 or on door. 

Sat 25 SHIPTON-U-WYCHWOOD 
2.30-5.30pm at St Mary’s. Chanting 
the Office A course on breathing, 
posture etc. £3. Revd Pat Freeth, 
Ramsden Vicarage, Mount Skippett, 
Chipping Norton OX7 3AP. 

Sat 25 OXFORD St Clement’s Family 
Centre, Cross St 10am-2.45pm 
Workshop on Suicide and Self-harm 
awareness led by Nick Reed. Details 
Deirdre Underwood 0118 9599166. 
£15. FOCUS members £12. 

Sat 25 ABINGDON Concert at Trinity 
Church 8pm. Haydn Symphony and 
Mozart’s Requiem with Steventon 
Choral Society and the Isis 
Orchestra. Tickets £5 Steventon Co- 
op/ Trinity Church/01235 835568. 
Sun 26 DUCKLINGTON Fritillary 
Sunday at Ducklington Church from 
2.30pm. The church will be open, 
cream teas in the village hall. 

Wed 29 COOKHAM Resources Day 
with Diocesan Advisers and Church 
Agencies on hand to give advice and 
provide literature and information. 


lOam-lpm and 6-9pm at the Parish 
Centre. No need to book. 


MAY 

Thu 7, Fri 8 and Sat 9 LONG CREN- 

DON Mystery Plays St Mary’s Church 
8pm preceded by procession.Tickets 
£5.50 adults/£3.50 children from 
Mrs G Hamment, 79 Chilton Rd, 
Long Crendon, Aylesbury HP18 9DA. 
Tel: 01844 208358. 

Tue 19-Fri 22 ESHER Christian 
Resources Exhibition. 

NOTICES 

Organist/choir director wanted for 
St Francis of Assisi, Terriers, High 
Wycombe. RSCM rates of pay. Details 
Revd Tony Dickinson 01494 520676. 
Winged Fellowship Easter week 
from April 11 at Crabhill House, nr 
Redhill, for disabled people (max 
age 30) and their carers. Details: 
Paul Sample, Winged Fellowship 
Trust, Angel House, 20-32 
Pentonville Rd, London N1 9XD. Tel 
0171 833 2594. 

What’s On is a free service for our 
readers. The deadline for the May 
issue is April 12 . We try to fit in as 
many requests as possible but can- 
not guarantee that your entry will 
be included. 


Sunday Breakfast 

Your local religious programme 
for Oxfordshire and Berkshire 
from BBC Thames Valley FM (95.2 
and 104. 1FM). Join Hedley Feast 
every Sunday morning from 6- 
9am for local religious views, 
church news and your favourite 

hy mns 


EASTER CROSSWORD by Hazel Goldman 

Entries for our prize-winning crossword should be sent to The DOOR at Church House (address p2).The first correct entry drawn 
on May I will receive a copy of The Life ofThomas More by Peter Ackroyd (Chatto & Windus, £20). The editor’s decision is final. 


Across 

1. Time for a religious 
revival (6,6) 

9. Belonging to the cler- 
gy, a student tacks on to 
another circle (8) 

10. Roman moves to a 
large house (5) 

12. Not now the capital of 
Nepal (4) 

13. Getting cross when 
making a killing (10) 

15. Unfashionable to have 
revealed secrets about 
Ministry of Defence (8) 

16. Make a mess of first 
note in brass instrument 
( 6 ) 

18. Judge, sanctimonious 
and behind the times (6) 
20. Wrongly gave people 
their cards and upset 
ladies in outskirts of 


Midhurst (8) 

23. Not bad if Yard is 
involved on day of 
mourning (4,6) 

24. Ours could be 3 down (4) 

26. Umpire at Foreign 
Office making return bid 
(5) 

27. Alarming changes at 
the edges (8) 

28. Coming to life again, 
concerned with old town, 
right, in part? (12) 

Down 

2. Illness of one in men- 
tal torment (7) 

3. Sharp tasting pie (4) 

4. Instrument for the 
magistrate (8) 

5. Open with a French 
Rugby player (6) 

6. Amazes by not saying 
anything on the hole in 


the finances (10) 

7. Pulling out an 
American in Gateshead 
(7) 

8. After my gran 
rearranged it in pieces 
( 11 ) 

11. A police informer 
steals up on carrier (5,6) 
14. Heraldic device pro- 
viding covering round 
agricultural concerns 
(4,2,4) 

17. Fail to concur that 
rage dies out (8) 

19. Search around floor, 
OK? (4,3) 

21. Avoid calcium at 
party: I’d go for fruit (7) 

22. Not such a clever 
device for lowering the 
lights (6) 

25. Left first agenda (4) 



CARER 

NEEDED 

in Pangbourne from April 1998 for 
wheelchair bound mother-of-two with MS 
on Wednesdays from 10am to 6pm and 
occasionally on other days when my usual 
carers are unavailable. 

£50 per day. 

References essential, 
professional nursing skills an advantage. 

Tel: 0118 9845751. 


PROFESSIONAL FUNDRAISER 

REQUIRED 

We are a Swindon based charity now providing crucial support to 
impoverished families and indivduals in deprived areas 
Swindon, London and the South West. The aim of the charity is 
to increase this provision and extend the mininstry to othei 
deprived areas in the UK. Although fundraising experience would 
be an advantage it is equally important that the person appointed 
has an empathy for the work of the ministry and is an effective 
and compassionate communicator. There will be an opportunity 
for the right person to use all avenues of media 
promotion to draw funding for the benefit of the charity. 

For further details call 01793 881611 asking for the Charity 
Manager or write enclosing CV to: 

Charity Manager 

HOTPLATES (A ministry of Gifts from the King) 

111 Thames Avenue, Greenmeadow, 
Swindon, Wiltshire 

A registered chanty number 1049127 providing support for the impoverished 


AUTHORS 

Let us publish your book. 

Most subjects considered including 

Religion, Biography, Children’s Stories, Poems, Fiction and First Books. 

AVON BOOKS (W), 

1 Dovedale Studios. 

465 Battersea Park Road. London SW 11 4LR 




IX. 


TO ADVERTISE 
TELEPHONE 

01865244686 


x: 


w 


What's on 
nationally? 


www.bfmm.co.uk/events 


Advertise your event FREE 
Larger adverts for your event 
or service on the events 
website at low rates 


By Faith Media Ministries 


Tel: 0181 532 9899 
Fax: 0181 532 9220 


DAVID 

WASLEY 

M.A., F.M.G.P. 

Artist in stained glass 
New design, Conservator 
and Ferramenta specialist 
New Somerset House, 

57 West View, 

Hilltop, Chesham, 
Buckinghamshire HP5 3BY 
Tel: 01494 773712 


© 


CHURCH HOUSE 

PUBLISHING 


Liturgy 
Mission 
Reference 

Children’s resources 
RE and School Worship 
Electronic products 
and more, including: 

O Latest Church of England Year Book 1998 and 
Crockford's Clerical Directory 1998-99 
O New baptism services and complementary 
materials from Easter 1998 
0 Together with Children magazine 
For our latest catalogue 
tel: 0171 340 0276, fax: 0171 340 0278 
email: info@chp.u-net.com 

http://www.herald.co.uk/clientsiC/Church House/chb.html 


THERE'S MORE TO GROWTH 
THAN GETTING TALLER! 

THEATRE EXPRESS 

HELPS THE YOUNG 
REACH THEIR TRUE POTENTIAL . . . 

Theatre Express, Performing Arts Schools & Theatre Company, has a few 
openings for students at its performing arts school, based 
BURFORD. Our school term starts on 25 April, 1998 and will run weekly, on 
Saturdays, from 10am to lpm. Theatre Express training is fun! It is also 
beneficial in helping to develop: Self-confidence, self esteem, articulation, 
imaginative thought, co-ordination, expression and other life skills. 

Theatre Express training is designed for 5 to 16 year olds who come together 
in three age groups. Each group works for one hour with an experienced 
teacher in each discipline: Acting, singing and dance. 

If you would like your child to benefit from this exciting weekend hobby, that 
also gives them the opportunity to mix with a like-minded group of friends 
and develop skills that will aid through life, then: 

Contact Theatre Express for a Prospectus 
Tel/Fax: 01608 676024 
or write to: 

Theatre Express 

PO Box 94, Chipping Norton D.O. 

0X7 3YL 

or e-mail us on: expressl@globalnet.co.uk 

THEATRE EXPRESS ALSO HAS A SCHOOL BASED IN 
ABINGDON. SOUTH OXFORDSHRE 


/'YOU DON’T NEEDN 
A COMPUTER TO 
ADVERTISE YOUR 
SPECIALIST 
BUSINESS/SERVICES 
ON THE INTERNET 
From only £10 pem 

After initial registration (ClOO) 

NO MINIMUM 
RENTAL PERIOD 

No annual renewal fee! 

Budget options also available 

Call April White on | 

\ p181 519 278iy 


/ TURN \ 
'SPARE TIME N 
INTO CASH 
Earn £50 - £250 
+ per wk 

* Running your own small 
business 

* Delivering and collecting 
catalogues 

* Hours to suit 

* Not selling 

* Car and telephone essential 

V Call Bob y 

0118 973 4016 / 


A Different 
Point of Vietv 

Leadership is Male 
by David Pawson 

A SET OF FOL K CASSETTES 
DP975 1. In the Image of God 
DP976 2 Responsibilities of 
Men and Women 
DP977 -3. Redeemed Men & 
Women 

DP 978 4 . Joint Heirs of 
Eternal Life 

Special price for the set £12 
Inc. post. Please send 
payment with order to 

Anchor Recordings, 

72 The Street, Kennlngton, 
Ashford, Kent TN24 9HS 


AUTHORS 
PUBLISH in '98 

A new ideal in Publishing. Our readers await your 
manuscript, prose or poetry. All submissions 
given serious consideration. 

For FREE evaluation please write. 

THE OLD MUSEUM PRESS 

(31) Bra tuber, West Sussex BN44 3WE 
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"The Carrier of the Future 1 

Super-flexible, suction pod-mounted, roof rack system 


Call NOW . . . . New Facet Marketing Ltd. 

251a Queensway, Bletchley, Milton Keynes, Bucks MK2 2EH 
TEL/FAX: 01908 631165 
Vacu-rak ™ "The Carrier of the Future" 

Special Offer to Door and Grapevine readers FREE pair of ‘Top 
Quality 1 leather driving gloves worth £22 with each order!! 
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Jubilee 2000 update 

To free hostages, everyone i 
yellow ribbons. To free the slaves 
to debt in the Third World, every- 
one is asked to wear a chain. 
Christian Aid has a ‘costume jew- 
ellery’ version price £l+50p p&p 
from Christian Aid at St Peter’s 
Way, Oxford 0X4 5HG; 

Community Centre, Stony 
Stratford, MK11 1JA or Supporter 
Relations, PO Box 100, London SEl’l 
7RT. OR make your own from any 
piece of chain and a safety pin. 
Have a petition form with you to 
collect signatures from those who$ 
ask, ‘what’s the chain for?’ 

Making a Chainge 

50,000 people are expected to 
form a human chain around the 
meeting place of the leaders of the 
Group of Eight strongest nations 
in Birmingham on May 16. To join 
a Chiltern Line party, phone Annef 
Martin on 01494 670410 or 
Christopher Hall on 01869 338 
225. To book a place on a coach 
from Oxford, phone Jenny Swift 
on 01865 246724 or from Reading 
phone Sean Winter on 0118 950 
4200. 

Look out for the Jubilee 2000 nar- 
row boat on the Grand Union 
Canal which will be stopping to 
meet people along the way. 

If you can’t get to Birmingham are i 
invited to send postcards to the G8 
ambassadors. Send a large SAE to 
CCOW, The Knowle, Deddington, 
Banbury OX15 0TB for cards and 
details. 

Jubilee 2000 meetings take place 
all over the Diocese. There is one 
in Oxford Town Hall on April 22 at! 
8pm, chaired by the Lord Mayor. 
The Diocesan Synod also asked 
people to use their personal, 
parochial and civic links with 
other countries to spread the cam- i 
paign. The target is 22 million 
signatures on the world’s largest 
petition. Contacts with Britain 
have sparked off allies in 73 coun- 
tries. Jubilee 2000 Africa is being 
launched at a conference in Accra/ 
Ghana on April 16-18 - please pray g 
for that. 


MAY DOOR 

Looking at women - to mark 
the end of the Ecumenical 
Decade of Churches in 
Solidarity with Women 




Ernesto Lozada-Uzuriaga: ‘What we are 
doing here is new. We are walking in a 
path nobody has walked before. We are 
a fellowship of artists; we eat together, 
talk together and share our experiences 
as artists who all happen to have a 
strong Christian faith.’ 

Interview: Venetia Horton 
Photographs: Frank Blackwell 


A spacious Baptist Church, found- 
ed just before the second world 
war to serve the Rover car works 
in Oxford, has opened its doors to 
artists who want to explore the 
visual arts. 

As well as its 60-strong congrega- 
tion, the John Bunyan Baptist 
Church in Crowell Road, Cowley is 
home to an art gallery, opened 
last October by the Bishop of 
Oxford, where local artists can 
show their work (see right); and to 
three artists-in-residence: Ernesto 
Lozada of the Bezalel Art Trust 
(below left), Jonathan Williams, a 
printer and illustrator, and Louise 
Allardice (left, who is working on a 
mosaic project with people from the 
church). 

The Ark-T Centre includes a large 
gym and several side rooms which 
provide rehearsal space for the 



Twelve huge banners illustrating the Book of 
Revelation in the John Bunyan Baptist Church. 
‘People tend to remember the gloom and doom 
in Revelation/ says Brenda Gibbons, 70, who 
spent eight years making the banners. ‘But in his 
vision John saw God enthroned.The Church was 
being persecuted, and John was telling the 
people to repent and be happy because God was 
in control. It is a vision of victory. Christ does 
overcome.* Brenda hopes to find exhibition space 
for her banners in another Oxford church soon. 


The@k*T Centre 


Pathways Theatre Company and for dance work- 
shops, and a brightly painted shop for Restore, 
the charity which provides creative work and 
training for people with mental health prob- 
lems. 

‘I have always had an interest in the arts and in 
the way people express themselves,’ said the 
Revd James Grote, minister of the John Bunyan 
Church and Director of the Ark-T Centre. ‘It is a 
tradition that is missing in most Non- 
Conformist churches. Now we are beginning to 
reclaim it.’ 

The Centre recently provided gallery space for 
an Oxford Youth Works photographic project. 
‘The kids had never been to an exhibition in 
their lives. Many people came and asked them 
about their pictures and it made a big impact 
on them,’ said Ernesto. 

Ark-T has only got £50 in the bank and has 
applied to the City Council for a much-needed 
heating grant, but the vision is taking shape. In 
Cowley at least, the visual arts have found their 
place - in the church and in the community. 


OPENING TIMES 

•The Ark-T Gallery is open Mondays and 
Fridays 2-4pm and Tuesdays and Saturdays 
1 0am- 1 2pm, and other times by appointment. 
•There is a vacancy for a volunteer adminis- 
trator to work at the Gallery two hours a 
week. For more information please telephone 
James or Ernesto on 01865 773499. 



An exhibition of panoramic views 
of Oxford - ‘half representative, 
half abstract* - like this one of the 
Radcliffe Camera, which was at the 
Ark-T Gallery last month, moves 
to Diocesan Church House in 
April.'lt was wonderful to have an 
exhibition at the Ark-T because 
this area does not have many 
galleries. It is an excellent opportu- 
nity for local people to show their 
work,* says Elo Allik-Schunemann, 
who has been painting since the 
age of 2. Twenty-five-year old Elo 
has also exhibited in Liverpool, in 
Tartu in her native Estonia and in 
London. ‘English people do value 
modern art but they want things 
explained, then they warm to 
them,’ says Elo who moved to the 
Diocese a year ago when her 
husband became Vicar of 
Littlemore. 


Our work is • . • Caring 



Running nine residential and nursing homes 


THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
PENSIONS BOARD 

offers security and peace of mind to all those retired from 
the stipendiary ministry. 

Another new home has just opened, increasing places available, but 
funds are still urgently needed to build further homes to cater for the 
growing number of Board’s pensioners who need help. 

Your donation or legacy will help us continue this much-needed 
work for those who have cared for others in the name of Christ. 

A copy of our appeals brochure illustrating the Board’s charitable 
work, or words for inclusion in a Will, are available from: 

The Secretary, 

The Church of England Pensions Board (TD), 
FREEPOST, 7 Little College Street, London SW1P 3SF 

Reg Charity No 236627 
PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY YOU CAN. THANK YOU 




Methodists for World Mission^ 

All denominations welcome 
Swanwick Conference 

‘Return to God Rejoice in Hope' 
May 29 - 31. 1998 
The Hayes Conference Centre, 


Swanwick 

BOOKING FORMS FROM: 

JANICE MORGAN GENERAL SECRETARY 
46 Fforest Glade, Newport NP9 8NE 
Tel: 01633 269284 Fax: 01633 212896 
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ANIMAL 

PORTRAITS 

Professional artist - illustrator with a realistic 

style. 

I can capture the 
individual character 
of your pet from a . 
good photograph. 


U: 0102 S1W3 


The Flat, 144 High Street SN8 1HN 



The King of Glory 


David Winter’s 


Lift up your heads , O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye 
everlasting doors! 

Having raided the Hebrew Scriptures for the language of 
despair, abandonment and desolation, Messiah now turns 
to the Psalms for the language of victory and glory to 
celebrate the resurrection of Christ. The one who suf- 
fered and died is now revealed as the mighty victor. 
Death and darkness have done their worst, yet the Son of 
God has triumphed over them. 

This is the language of coronation. Indeed, the psalm 
from which the words are taken was possibly sung when* 
the ark of God was first brought into Jerusalem by 
David, or it may have been written for the coronation of 
a subsequent king. Either way, it describes a procession 
making its way to the gates of the city, the crowd cheer- 
ing and the guards at the gate asking the rhetorical 
question, ‘Who is this king of glory? Name him, so that 
we can decide whether he can enter!* 

The crowd responds enthusiastically. ‘He is the Lord 
strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle!* Their 
answer honoured the new king as the vice-regent of God 
himself, his strength and glory the strength and glory of 
God. 

And now, Messiah suggests, Jesus who died is being 
crowned with those messianic honours. The one who 
seemed to be defeated by evil and death is none other 
than the victor over sin and the grave. No wonder the 
music soars! 

This reflection is abridged from David Winter's Forty Days 
with the Messiah (BRF, £5.99) which is based on the words of 
Handel's Messiah. 
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